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YOUR FLEET VEHICLE 
RENTAL SPECIALISTS IN 
NORTH WEST NSW.

•  Offering over 80 highly specialised, 
mine site approved 4WD vehicles.

•  Door to door service you can rely on.

•  All vehicles fully fitted with mining 
vehicle accessories. 

CALL ULTRA FLEET TODAY ON 

1300 653 277
ultrafleet.com.auor email admin@ultrafleet.com.au

have a FUN & 
FABULOUS 
CHRISTMAS!



Ongoing strong demand for coal and 
minerals across our main export markets 
including Japan, Taiwan, Korea and 
China has increased economic activity 
in the Northwest region leading to more 
opportunities for local businesses.

The improved business conditions has 
meant more money in local wallets and 
cash registers, helping to improve the local 
economy, and drive growth more broadly 
across the region.

THIS YEAR WE’VE SEEN MORE SIGNS THAT 
THERE IS A STRONG FUTURE FOR OUR 
LOCAL MINING INDUSTRY. FOR EXAMPLE, 
THE HIGHLY RESPECTED INTERNATIONAL 
ENERGY AGENCY ESTIMATES THAT 
GROWTH IN DEMAND FOR COAL IN THE 
ASIA PACIFIC WILL MORE THAN DOUBLE BY 
2040. THIS IS GOOD NEWS FOR NSW, WITH 
OUR INDUSTRY WELL PLACED TO MEET 
THIS DEMAND.

There are challenges ahead for our industry, 
in particular a planning system in NSW 
that is still a direct threat to jobs and 

DESPITE THE WORST DROUGHT IN A GENERATION AND SEVERE BUSHFIRES, 2019 HAS 
BEEN A REASONABLY GOOD YEAR FOR THE MINING INDUSTRY IN THE NORTH WEST. 
WE’VE SEEN HEALTHY DEMAND FOR OUR RESOURCES AT NEAR RECORD LEVELS, 
LEADING TO MORE COAL JOBS ACROSS NSW.

NICE WORK 
NORTH WEST!

STEPHEN GALILEE, 
CEO, NSW MINERALS 
COUNCIL

Work parties where you drink too much and make a 
fool of yourself in front of the boss. Plastering on fake 
smiles when you receive crappy presents. Lap after lap 
of carparks before giving up and parking blocks away. 
Fighting over that last ham like you’re in a zombie 
apocalypse. Isn’t it simply the best time of the year! 

As the year comes to a close, it’s hard not to get caught up 
in the chaos of Christmas. But take a moment to reflect 
on the year that has been. For our mining industry there’s 
been a few lows, but a lot more highs. It’s looking very 
promising that 2020 is going to continue on the upward 
trend we’ve seen for the last few years. 

For us here @ The Coalface, it’s been an absolute pleasure 
and a privilege to bring you the community and industry 
stories of the North West for our very first year. We hope 
there are many more years to come.

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR!

IT’S THE SILLY SEASON AND YOU KNOW 
WHAT THAT MEANS!
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investment. We’ve been calling on the 
NSW Government to stand up for mining 
families and fix the planning system. 
There has been some signs of support, 
including from the Deputy Premier, 
however, more is needed to properly 
reform planning in our State.

Most importantly, we need to support our 
hard-working miners and their families, 
supplier businesses, and our terrific 
mining communities that help deliver a 
strong and stable economy for NSW. 

As we look to 2020, the NSW Minerals 
Council will continue our strong advocacy 
on behalf of the NSW mining industry 
and the families that rely on it to ensure 
better outcomes for our wonderful 
mining communities.

I wish all our members, miners, suppliers 
and their families a Happy Christmas and 
a safe and prosperous New Year.

STEPHEN GALILEE, CEO,  
NSW MINERALS COUNCIL

For further information please contact NSWrecruitment@westrac.com.au. Email applications will NOT be accepted and must be lodged online. Salary will only be 
discussed at interview stage. Recruitment agencies do NOT call. © 2019 Caterpillar. All Rights Reserved. CAT, CATERPILLAR, their respective logos and “Caterpillar Yel-
low”, and the POWER EDGE trade dress, as well as corporate and product identity used herein, are trademarks of Caterpillar and may not be used without permission.

WHO WE’RE HIRING WHAT’S ON OFFER?

As one of the largest authorised CAT® equipment dealers in the world, WesTrac 
provides customers with a wide range of machinery and construction equipment as well 
as comprehensive whole of life management solutions designed to make owning and 
operating equipment as easy, profitable and safe as possible. 

THINK YOU’VE GOT WHAT IT TAKES?
If you have experience in a similar role and relevant Trade Qualification with an awesome can-do attitude we want to hear from you!
Apply now at WesTrac.com.au/careers or call our Recruitment Team on 1300 797 028.

We are seeking trade qualified 
Plant Mechanics and Auto 
Electricians to join our growing 
team at the following locations

   Tamworth
   Narrabri
   Gunnedah
   Bathurst
   Hunter Valley ( Ravensworth, 

Mt Thorley, Glendell, Bulga)

   Competitive hourly rates
   Attractive rosters
    Immediate and delayed  

starts available
   Latest industry training
   Up to $8000 relocation assistance 

for eligible candidates
   Workshop and Field Service 

positions available
   Income protection insurance

LET’S DO THE WORK
1300 797 028       Apply now at www.westrac.com.au/careers or email NSWRecruitment@WesTrac.com.au

WESTRAC

NSW

is

in
HIRING

WESTRAC IS ON THE HUNT FOR TALENTED INDIVIDUALS TO JOIN US TODAY!

With more than 3,000 employees 
and 140 apprentices enrolled in our 
nationally accredited training 
institute, WesTrac is 
dedicated to creating and 
delivering outstanding 
value for our employees, 
customers, shareholders 
and the community.

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS!

@ THE COALFACE NORTH WEST | SUMMER 2019 3

@ THE COALFACE



It’s rare to see any company last 100 
years, let alone a company that lasts 
for 100 years in the same family. This 
is what makes family and Australian 
owned company Mannion Drilling so 
unique, with a century of industry 
knowledge and decades of practical 
experience dating back to the early 
1900’s. Celebrating their 100-year 
milestone this year, the history behind 
the company is fascinating.

Jason Mannion lives and breathes 
drilling alongside his wife and 
Mannion Drilling General Manager 
Jacinta Mannion and their son 
Mitchell, who is proud to follow 
in his father’s footsteps as a 5th 
generation  driller.

“The story behind Mannion Drilling 
is one that is quite rare these days, 
and I take great pride in the fact that 
I have continued to grow our family 
business and reach goals that frankly 
were farfetched dreams as a young 
lad learning the trade alongside my 
father,” said Jason proudly.

to carry on through to the next 
generation,” said Kirsty.

“I don’t even mind that he teases 
me about being my boss one day 
because I know with his skill and 
passion for the industry, that he will 
do the family proud.”

WITH SUCH A PASSIONATE AND 
INCLUSIVE WORKFORCE, IT’S NOT 
HARD TO SEE WHY MANNION 
DRILLING HAS MOVED FROM 
STRENGTH TO STRENGTH OVER 
RECENT YEARS, TAKING OUT THE 
LOCAL 2018 BUSINESS AWARDS, 
THE 2018 REGIONAL AWARDS 
AND ANNOUNCED FINALIST AT 
THE 2018 NSW STATE BUSINESS 
AWARDS.  

The diversity of the business is 
also what makes it so successful 
with a commitment to sustaining 
a 30% benchmark for Aboriginal 
employment opportunities and a 
robust training program, developed 
and implemented in house to 
maximise skill development and 
retention of all employees.

No two days are the same for staff. 
Each day is different with new 
projects, new sites, meeting new 
people and new challenges to take 
on along the way. For drillers, life 
is a bit of an adventure. There 
are fundamental tasks that they 
do to prepare for a day’s work - 
like loading rigs and equipment, 
completing safety reports and 
managing crews – and they then 
put their technical skills to work 
sourcing much needed water for 
farming or drilling an exploration 
hole on a mine site. 

With long-term partnerships with 
each coal mine operating in the 
Gunnedah Coal Basin, Mannion 
Drilling’s world class crews have 
the skills and experience to tackle 
exploration bore projects for all 
resource types.

“DRILLING HOLES AND SINKING 
BORES IS THE MECHANICS OF 
WHAT WE DO, AND WE LOVE IT, 
BUT THE BEST PART OF WHAT 
WE DO IS HELPING PEOPLE 
AND COMMUNITIES TO SECURE 
A FUTURE,” SAID GENERAL 
MANAGER JACINTA MANNION. 

“Whether it be discovering a much-
needed water source for a farmer 
or unearthing mineral resources to 
keep local people in jobs – that’s the 
best part.”

Pushing full steam ahead, Mannion 
Drilling plan to expand their 
Administration Hub and Workshop 
to include the construction of 
new office space to create an in-
house training facility. Future 
projects also include Land and 
asset acquisition to meet demand 
and for resource storage and a 
focus on strengthening corporate 
frameworks to support company 
growth, operations and build 
efficiencies.  

You’ll be sure to see the Mannion 
Drilling family around for decades 
to come providing service around 
their base in Gunnedah and across 
NSW including some of the most 
remote and challenging areas of far 
and central west NSW. Happy 100-
year anniversary Mannion Drilling!

SPANNING OVER 100 YEARS, MANNION DRILLING HAS 
SEEN GENERATIONS OF DRILLERS WITH MANAGING 
DIRECTOR JASON MANNION BEING THE 4TH TO 
FOLLOW IN HIS FOREFATHERS’ FOOTSTEPS.

MANNION 
MILESTONE

VISIT WWW.MANNIONDRILLING.COM.AU TO FIND OUT MORE

SINCE PURCHASING THE 
BUSINESS FROM NEVILLE 
AND DOROTHY, JASON 
MANNION HAS TAKEN 
MANNION DRILLING LEAPS 
AND BOUNDS IN NORTH 
WEST NSW. “THE HISTORY 
OF OUR COMPANY 
PROVIDES ME WITH THE 
MOTIVATION TO SEEK OUT 
EXCELLENCE IN EVERY 
ASPECT OF BUSINESS 
OPERATION TO SECURE 
A PROMISING FUTURE 
FOR GENERATIONS OF 
MANNION DRILLERS TO 
COME,” SAID JASON.

The business has grown to a 
strong 35-person workforce 
including drillers, offsiders, 
maintenance and workshop 
crew and administration staff. 
When chatting to each of them, 
it became clear that each and 
every member felt like they were 
part of the Mannion family. “It 
feels like home, like you are part 
of the family and Jacinta and 
Jason believe family comes first 
and provide the support I need to 
juggle my work and family life – 
although to me it all feels much 
like the same thing,” said Mannion 
Water Drilling Senior Officer 
Kirsty Dunshea.

Mitchell Mannion has made his 
passion for the drilling business 
known, with bright and eager 
plans to take over Mannion 
Drilling in the future. “I also really 
enjoy watching Mitch grow within 
the business, knowing that he is 
taking pride in what will be his 

ULTRA FLEET FOUNDER 
AND GENERAL MANAGER 

JACINTA MANNION AT THE 
ULTRA FLEET FACILITY

Shelley and had four sons Ken, Keith, 
Arthur and Ian who were all drillers. Ivy 
married driller J.W. George Mannion 
with four of their six sons entering 
the drilling trade. This became the 
start of Mannion Drilling after Ivy’s 
sons Mervyn and Leonard worked with 
Snow Cox and eventually took over the 
business.

Ivy’s son Neville became a mentor to 
his son Jason from a young age who 
then purchased the business from his 
parents in 2000. The youngest daughter, 
Myrtle, married John Shelley and they 
too settled at Goondiwindi and their two 
sons Lionel and Arthur were drillers, 
whilst Lionel’s two sons Bob and Kevin 
were also drilling in Queensland. 

Their second daughter Ivy recalled 
from her early childhood that 
Charles had a thrashing machine 
which was driven by a steam-
traction engine, and this was taken 
from property to property helping 
the farmers with their harvest. Her 
first memories of a drilling rig were 
in the early 1920’s when Charles 
operated his rig in the Morven area.

Their son Mervyn worked with his 
father in Queensland and northern 
NSW before eventually settling in 
Quirindi. Their youngest Ron was 
in Boggabri along with one of his 
sons  Malcolm. 

The eldest daughter of Charles and 
Rosina, Daisy, married Arthur (Larl) 

IT ALL STARTED WHEN CHARLES COX WAS BORN IN 1888, BECOMING A 
DRILLER WITH STEAM-DRIVEN EARLY MODEL SOUTHERN CROSS RIGS, 
FIRST ON THE DARLING DOWNS JUST AFTER HIS DISCHARGE FROM 
THE FIRST WORLD WAR AND THEN MOVING INTO NORTHERN NSW. HE 
MARRIED ROSINA RETTKE AND TOGETHER THEY HAD FOUR SONS AND 
THREE DAUGHTERS WITH ALL FOUR SONS AND THREE SON-IN-LAW’S 
DRILLING IN QUEENSLAND AND NORTHERN NSW AT ONE  POINT. 

WORKSHOP CREW 
COMPLETING 
MECHANICAL 

INSPECTION 
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REPRESENTATIVES OF THE BARADA BARNA PEOPLE AND WHITEHAVEN 
COAL FOLLOWING A WELCOME TO COUNTRY DELIVERED BY GREG 
“PALINKA” GRIFFITHS AT BINDEA – PORCUPINE LOOKOUT)

Whitehaven Managing Director 
and CEO Paul Flynn said the tour 
was a unique opportunity to share 
learnings from Whitehaven’s work 
with Indigenous communities in the 
Gunnedah Basin.

“Addressing Indigenous 
disadvantage through 
intergenerational support across 
employment, education, skills 
development and cultural awareness 
is at the core of our business and 
something we take great pride in.”

“This is only possible through the 
relationships we have built over 
many years with the Kamilaroi 
People and the close partnerships we 
have formed with Indigenous groups 
in our region.”

“OUR ESTABLISHED TRACK RECORD 
IN NORTH WEST NSW IS WHAT WE 
HOPE TO REPLICATE IN THE BOWEN 
BASIN. OUR PARTNERSHIP WITH 
THE BARADA BARNA PEOPLE IS 
THE FIRST STEP ON THIS JOURNEY 
TOGETHER,” SAID MR FLYNN.

The company employs 127 
Indigenous employees at Maules 
Creek, representing around 13 
per cent of the workforce at 
that site. In total, there are 211 
Indigenous employees across 
Whitehaven’s  workforce.

In FY19, Whitehaven entered into a 
Cultural Heritage Management Plan 
agreement with the Barada Barna – 
the first agreement entered into for 
the Winchester South Project.

After acquiring the Winchester 
South Project located in central 
Queensland, Whitehaven have 
engaged and formed a relationship 
with the traditional owners of the 
land, The Barada Barna people, to 
consider the different ways the 
two groups can work together 
throughout the project.

As one of the first stakeholder 
groups Whitehaven formed a 
relationship with after acquiring 
the development site in 2018, 
Whitehaven welcomed Barada 
Barna representatives to North 
West NSW to gather ideas from 
Whitehaven’s engagement with the 
Gomeroi  People. 

Whitehaven work closely with the 
Gomeroi people and communities 
in the North West, actively 
participating and supporting local 
projects and groups across the 
region. Barada Barna representatives 
were given the opportunity to visit 
many of these groups including the 
Winanga-Li Aboriginal Child and 
Family Centre in Gunnedah, which 
with Whitehaven’s support has been 
able to help more children get to and 
from school.

Other Indigenous groups the Barada 
Barna representatives visited 
included the Kamilaroi Dance 
and Choir Group, the Clontarf 
Foundation, and the Gomeroi 
Narrabri People Charitable Trust 
Fund, as well as Indigenous-run 
suppliers. Whitehaven work 
closely as partners with each of 
these  groups.

“WE APPRECIATED THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO SEE THE WORK 
WHITEHAVEN COAL IS DOING IN 
THE COMMUNITIES IN WHICH IT 
OPERATES FIRST-HAND. WE WERE 
EXTREMELY IMPRESSED AND 
LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING 
TOGETHER IN QUEENSLAND,” SAID 
GREG BROWN, CHAIRPERSON OF 
THE BARADA BARNA ABORIGINAL 
CORPORATION.

“It was a great opportunity to share 
our experience as a new Aboriginal 
owned business that has worked 
closely with Whitehaven through its 
Aboriginal procurement workshop 
in 2018 to the commencement of our 
first fencing job,” added Simmone 
Moodie, Contract Manager at 
Crockett Moodie Fencing, a supplier 
to Whitehaven Coal. 

Cultural 
Connections
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE BARADA BARNA 
PEOPLE RECENTLY VISITED THE NORTH WEST TO 
GATHER IDEAS FOR THEIR FUTURE ENGAGEMENT 
WITH WHITEHAVEN COAL.

GUNNEDAH SHIRE COUNCIL AND THE SALVATION 
ARMY ARE AGAIN JOINING FORCES TO BRING 
A LITTLE BIT OF CHRISTMAS TO THOSE IN NEED 
THROUGH THE COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS TREE TOY 
AND FOOD APPEAL.

“Christmas is a time for giving, and there are people 
in our community who are having a tough time of it 
during the drought,” Gunnedah Mayor Jamie Chaffey 
said.

“This is a wonderful way people can give just a little 
that could make a big difference to families who 
are feeling the pinch. No one wants children to go 
without at Christmas.”

The Community Christmas Tree Toy and Food 
Appeal focuses on the collection of food and toys 
for distribution by the Salvation Army to local 
individuals and families who are facing tough times 
over the Christmas period. 

The appeal is boosted by the annual Library “Food 
for Fines” initiative. Residents can show support and 
give to a child and family in need this Christmas, by 
placing an unwrapped toy or non-perishable food 
item under one of the Christmas trees located at 
Gunnedah Shire Council’s Customer Service Centre 
at 63 Elgin Street, or Gunnedah Shire Library at 291 
Conadilly Street.

For health and hygiene reasons, pre-loved toys 
cannot be accepted and only in-date canned and/
or non-perishable food items are encouraged for 
donation. For easier identification and distribution, 
residents are asked not to wrap their items. 

The final collection date at both locations will be 
Friday, December 13, 2019.  

LET’S GO 
FISHING!

BY SUBMITTING AN ENTRY, YOU CONSENT TO THE USE OF YOUR CONTACT 
DETAILS FOR PROMOTIONAL AND MARKETING PURPOSES.

W
IN

!
APPLICATIONS ARE NOW OPEN FOR THE 
GUNNEDAH COMMUNITY SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND FOR THOSE WHO ARE ABOUT TO 
START ON THEIR POST-SCHOOL JOURNEY 
OF  LEARNING.

Last year, 24 young people were given a 
headstart through the scholarship fund in 
tertiary courses from Bachelor of Paramedicine 
through to Bachelor of Agriculture.

Chair of the Gunnedah Community 
Scholarship Fund Working Group Gae Swain 
said the fund was one way to make the 
transition to tertiary education a little easier.

“Many young people have to move away to 
pursue their dreams of a career that requires a 
tertiary education,” Cr Swain said.

“The Gunnedah Community Scholarship 
Fund is a way to support our young people as 
they further their education, with the hope 
that their learning and skills will one day be 
of benefit to regional New South Wales. They 
might even find their way home to Gunnedah 
to follow their careers.

“Since the fund’s inception 15 years ago, more 
than $300,000 across close to 350 scholarships 
has been awarded to local students.”

Cr Swain said the Gunnedah Community 
Scholarship would not be possible without the 
sponsorship of local businesses who recognised 
the value of the program.

Applications close on Sunday,  
December 15, 2019.

GUNNEDAH GOOD WORKS

GUNNEDAH SHIRE HAS SOME AMAZING PEOPLE 
AND IT’S TIME TO CELEBRATE THEM.

Nominations are now open for the Gunnedah 
Shire Council Australia Day Awards 2020 and 
Council needs your help to find our outstanding 
citizens.

There are 11 categories in Gunnedah Shire 
Council’s Australia Day Awards for 2020. 
Nominations close at 5pm on Friday, January 10, 
2020, and the award ceremony will be held on 
Saturday, January 25 at Gunnedah Town Hall.

IT’S TIME TO PATCH UP THE DINGHY, GET OUT 
YOUR RODS AND HEAD TO THE WATER AND SEE 
WHAT’S LURKING BELOW THE SURFACE.

And to make your chances of catching a big one all 
the better we’ve got a $50 BCF gift vouchers up for 
grabs.

FOR YOUR CHANCE 
TO WIN, SIMPLY SMS: 
LET’S GO FISHING, YOUR 
NAME, AND YOUR EMAIL 
ADDRESS TO 0438 474 290.

Limit of one entry per 
person. LTPM/19/04020

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON OF ANY 
THESE GREAT PROGRAMS 

WWW.GUNNEDAH.NSW.GOV.AU

YOUR LOCAL DRILLING EXPERTS
Servicing Gunnedah 

and surrounds

contact  us

02  6742  7021
admin@manniondrilling.com.au

Mineral Exploration            |            Water Drilling             |            Expert Advice  manniondrilling.com.au
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Returning for ten big days in Tamworth, the 
Toyota Country Music Festival will flood the town 
with music, activities and entertainment despite 
the current drought.

The country music artists gathering in Tamworth 
every year from all over the country, the friendly 
and smiling faces on everyone from young kids 
to retirees as they wander through the crowds, 
and the genuine excitement and pride that 
everyone feels are the reasons the Festival draws 
in 50,000 people to the region each day during 
those ten days.

According to a statement by the Tamworth 
Regional Council, “Bearing in mind our current 
circumstances Council has revisited the most 
current water consumption statistics and 
found that there is minimal difference between 
consumption during Festival and other days 
in  January.”

“AS THIS SAME INFLUX OF VISITORS ADDS 
MORE THAN $50M TO OUR ECONOMY, THE 
FESTIVAL MUST PROCEED TO SUPPORT OUR 
LOCAL BUSINESS COMMUNITY DURING THESE 
ESPECIALLY DIFFICULT ECONOMIC TIMES.”

With over 700 artists performing across 120 
venues, it’s clear to see why the festival draws 
such a crowd. “We are committed to remaining 
the top destination for country music in 
Australia and showcasing Australian country 

music’s hottest stars, emerging talent and 
perennial favourites. And we are proud to have 
Australia’s biggest country music stars return 
to Tamworth year on year to perform,” said 
Festival Manager Barry Harley.

For locals, it’s Tamworth’s transformation, 
the economic boost to local businesses and 
the great vibe in town that gets everyone out 
and about each year. Experiences such as the 
Cavalcade Parade, the buskers that line the 
streets and bustling venues to visit around town 
will entertain the whole family. It’s really an 
event that everyone can enjoy.

With an abundance of multi-award-winning 
artists and industry luminaries such as Kasey 
Chambers, Troy Cassar-Daley, Lee Kernaghan, 
The McClymonts, John Williamson, Sara 
Storer, Beccy Cole, Melinda Schneider, Adam 
Eckersley & Brooke McClymont, Adam Harvey, 
Bennett, Bowtell & Urquhart, Fanny Lumsden, 
The Wolfe Brothers, Travis Collins, Shane 
Nicholson, Catherine Britt, Sunny Cowgirls, 
Lyn Bowtell, Christie Lamb, Viper Creek Band, 
The Bushwackers, Brothers3, Amber Lawrence, 
Felicity Urquhart & Brad Butcher, Jetty Road, 
Cornell & Carr, Libby Donovan, plus local 
Tamworth artists Ashleigh Dallas and 2018 
Female Artist of the Year Aleyce Simmonds all 
set to perform, the 2020 line-up is as impressive 
as ever.  

DROUGHT WON’T STOP THE MUSIC

www.expressway.com.au

SUPPLYING PARTS AND EQUIPMENT SUITABLE  
FOR CATERPILLAR AND HITACHI 

SINCE 1964

SUPPLIERS OF NEW, USED AND 
RECONDITIONED PARTS & 
COMPONENTS
We currently have over 300 experienced staff that 
are committed to keeping your machines working 
to minimise downtime with the supply of quality 
parts and service.

sales@expressway.com.au

WAUCHOPE HUNTER VALLEY  MACKAY  PERTH GUNNEDAH
02 6585 1000  02 6574 6499  07 4955 0220 08 9477 1355  02 6741 4777

1300 4 SPARES

FOR ALL FESTIVAL INFO, 
TICKETS, ACCOMMODATION 
AND LINEUPS, HEAD TO 
HTTPS://WWW.TCMF.COM.AU

THE TOYOTA COUNTRY MUSIC FESTIVAL IS ONE OF AUSTRALIA’S LONGEST STANDING AND 
TRULY AUTHENTIC MUSIC EVENTS AND IT’S BACK IN 2020 FROM JANUARY 17 TO 26.

PHOTO’S FROM TOYOTA 
COUNTRY MUSIC FESTIVAL 2019

“MUSIC-LOVERS VISITING TAMWORTH IN JANUARY 
HAVE A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO EXPERIENCE 
THE BIGGEST MUSIC FESTIVAL IN AUSTRALIA 
FEATURING THE BIGGEST STARS, THE BIGGEST LINE-
UP OF ARTISTS, AND THE BIGGEST COUNTRY MUSIC 
AWARDS SHOW IN THE COUNTRY ALL IN ONE PLACE,” 
SAID  BARRY.

The Tamworth Regional Council also mentioned in their 
statement their expectations that visitors to the region 
will adhere to water restrictions just like any resident 
and are subject to the same enforcement’s if breached. 

So, if you’re looking for a way to support those affected 
by drought in our North West region, why not have a 
boogie and some fun at the same time by attending 
Australia’s Biggest Music Festival. Support local 
drought affected businesses and families and come 
together this January 2020 for the Toyota Country Music 
Festival,  Tamworth. 

WWW.COMPONENTSONLY.COM    •    1300 726 801

A multi-national company held a reception 
to celebrate Christmas. The waiter gave each 
guest a glass of champagne, but on inspection, 
each guest noticed that their glass contained 
a fly.

The Englishman demanded to have new 
champagne in a new glass.

The Russian drank the champagne, fly and all.

The Chinese ate the fly but left the champagne.

The Italian drank two thirds of the champagne 
and then demanded to have a new glass.

The Norwegian took the fly and went off 
to  fish. 

The American sued the restaurant and claimed 
$50 million in compensation. 

The Australian grabbed the fly by the throat 
and shouted, ‘Now spit out all that you 
swallowed.’

‘AVE A
LAUGH WITH
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THE Ultimate
CORPORATE

MinersFOR
gift

GO UNDERGROUND WITH COAL 
MINE SAFE AUTOMATIC WATCHES

•  Reward your staff with a valued 
gift they can use day after day on 
or off site.

•  Perfect LTI free awards with your 
Mine logo & text on the dial.

•  Assistance with design & layout. 
Gift box options.

•  We also have a wide range of 
above ground miners watches.

•  Order from as few as 12 watches 
customised for your mine logo 
and  text.

Phone +61 0417 328 311
Email sales@minerswatch.com

www.minerswatch.com

YOUR 
LOGO AND TEXT 

ON THE DIAL

Automatic mine 
safe Citizen Miyota 
movement with 
glass back

Solid stainless 
steel 5ATM case

Matt silver or 
black dials

Range of 
Silicon, leather 

or stainless 
steel bands

This work has included a variety of emergency 
situations where the helicopter has delivered 
Critical Care Medical Teams, NSW Ambulance 
Paramedics and NSW Health Doctors to provide 
lifesaving medical treatment, as patients are 
transported to specialist hospitals locally such 
as Tamworth Base Hospital or to major trauma 
hospitals such as the John Hunter. 

To keep the helicopters flying, the Service’s 
engineering team brings experience from all over 
the world and this year they carried out the largest 
heavy maintenance on one of the AW139 aircraft. 
This project took just over two months and 
included more than 2,400 hours of work - which 

will continue for each of the remaining three 
aircraft within the fleet during 2020.

“ALL OF THIS ACTIVITY IS ONLY POSSIBLE 
WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE COMMUNITY AND 
OUR DEDICATED AND PASSIONATE TEAMS OF 
VOLUNTEERS IN EACH AREA,” WESTPAC RESCUE 
HELICOPTER COMMUNITY LIAISON OFFICER 
DANIEL GILLETT SAID.

“Despite facing many challenges this year, the 
business community has continued to support 
the work of the Rescue Helicopter, encouraging 
their staff to support us through wage deduction 
programs and other initiatives,” Gillett said.

“Local business big and small, as well as local 

communities, have supported our events as 
sponsors or as attendees, ranging from dinners, 
golf days, pig races, horse rides, sporting events 
including bowls and rugby league days and many 
more. The support, in the face of drought and the 
other issues facing our rural communities, has 
been unwavering and truly appreciated.” 

“Our very existence as a world-class aeromedical 
service grew from a community wish to have a 
dedicated Rescue Helicopter. This remains at the 
heart of who we are and everything we do and we 
extend our sincere appreciation to the community 
for their ongoing support in allowing us to achieve 
this 24/7 year round,” Gillett concluded.

It was five years before Trevor Bendeich knew that 
he would keep his leg after a motor bike accident, 
an incident that changed his life forever and 
introduced him to the vital aeromedical service 
provided by the Westpac Rescue Helicopter. 

Trevor had just knocked off from his shift at the 
Mount Thorley Mine, near Singleton, on the 28 
November 2008. 

“A ute pulled out in front of me. I don’t remember 
much about the accident except that when I went to 
stand up, there was this almighty pain in my leg that 
dropped me immediately,” Trevor said.

As ‘luck’ had it that day, a major piece of mining 
infrastructure had just been delivered to the nearby 
mine which had been escorted by two NSW Police 
Highway Patrol cars. The Police immediately swung 
into action and called NSW Ambulance who tasked 
the Westpac Rescue Helicopter to the incident.

One of Trevor’s work mates came upon the 
accident and while Trevor does not remember, he 
asked him to call his wife Lisa. According to Lisa 
the 13 kilometre journey with her friend driving 
was the longest she had ever experienced. It had 
been drizzling with rain and when she arrived, 
emergency services personnel had Trevor covered in 
a water proof sheet for protection.

“SHE THOUGHT I WAS GONE,” TREVOR SAID. “I 
REMEMBER THE ROTORS OF THE HELICOPTER AND 
ARRIVING AT THE JOHN HUNTER HOSPITAL AND 
THINKING THIS IS EXACTLY HOW THEY TOLD US IT 
WOULD WORK,” HE SAID.

Trevor joined the mine in 1982 and not long after 
that became involved in Mines Rescue. He had 
undergone training with NSW Ambulance and the 
Rescue Helicopter so when he was transported and 
handed over to the medical team at the hospital, 
he felt comforted that he knew he was in the best 
possible hands.

Over the next five years, Trevor underwent nine 
operations to his leg. 

“My bones were like mashed potatoes. But, I was 
incredibly lucky that my surgeon was a ‘newbie’ 
and keen to try out new ways to keep my leg. He 
and the team at the John Hunter were amazing and 
used a number of contraptions that looked like tea 
towel racks to mend my bones and protect nerves 
and vessels. I have good use of my leg with the slight 
exception of a stiff ankle. I certainly know when 
it’s going to rain - my ankle tells me so... but not so 
much right now sadly.”

TREVOR BECAME A MEMBER OF THE RESCUE CLUB 
(A CLUB FOR PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN ASSISTED 
BY THE WESTPAC RESCUE HELICOPTER SERVICE) 
WHEN, NOW RETIRED PILOT, IAN OSBORN 
VISITED HIM A FEW DAYS AFTER HIS ACCIDENT 
TO SEE HOW HE WAS RECOVERING. TREVOR 
AND HIS FAMILY VISITED THE BELMONT BASE 
RECENTLY AND INSPECTED THE AW139 AIRCRAFT 
AND MET STAFF AND OTHER MEMBERS OF THE 
RESCUE  CLUB. 

“I had been giving a few dollars from my pay for a 
long time before the accident. It’s a great service 
and I had seen it at the mines to help fellow miners 
out. I even thought about becoming a volunteer crew 
member back in the day. It is so impressive now and 
such a great thing for people who need it,” he said.

Trevor has not worked since the accident but 
recently re-joined the Rural Fire Service as a 
support  person.

HAVIN’ A BALL!
THE WESTPAC RESCUE HELICOPTER 
SERVICE 2020 RESCUE BALL RETURNS 
TO OXLEY LOOKOUT TO CELEBRATE 
20  YEARS.

The funds raised by the annual charity 
ball help to ensure no-one ever has 
to pay to be assisted by the Rescue 
Helicopter. In 2020, over six hundred 
guests are expected to take part in a 
night of fun. An open-air marquee 
with a transparent roof and plenty of 
space to mingle outdoors will make for 
a fantastic evening of food, drinks, and 
dancing. The ball promises to be The 
Greatest Show Under the Stars, with 
special guest MC Rachael Beck and a 
variety of acclaimed entertainment.

Tickets are available for tables of ten at 
$2,000 each, or for individuals at $200 
each. Tickets go on sale from the WRHS 
website on December 2.

www.rescuehelicopter.com.au

TREVOR'S STORY

IN 2019, THE WESTPAC RESCUE HELICOPTER SERVICE HAS CONTINUED ITS 
ROLE AS A VITAL COMPONENT OF THE REGION’S EMERGENCY CARE CHAIN. 
AS THE YEAR ENDS, THE SERVICE WILL UNDERTAKE ALMOST 1,500 MISSIONS 
ACROSS NORTHERN NSW EQUATING TO ABOUT 2,000 FLYING HOURS.

ABOVE AND BEYOND
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PROUDLY SUPPORTING AND SUPPLYING MINING IN THE GUNNEDAH REGION

AUSTRALIA’S HEAVY EARTHMOVING & 
MINING EQUIPMENT SOLUTION SPECIALISTS
Complete Parts and Equipment are your 
specialists when it comes to buying, 
selling and dismantling used machinery, 
to complement this service they supply 
quality new, used and reconditioned parts 
to the mining and heavy vehicle industries 
across Australia.
New state of the art head office, warehouse 
and workshop located in the Hunter 
servicing Australia and beyond.

• Your single source for all mining and civil 
equipment needs

• Continuous support in new and used parts 
supply, reconditioned, service exchange or 
customised rebuilt components

• Dedicated Component Rebuild Centre

• 2500sqm under roof, and a new workshop 
currently under construction is expected to 
come online in August 2019

• Employing over 70 people, including 
eight apprentices and dedicated field 
service support

completepartsandequipment.com.au
PH 1300 0 COMPLETE

Founded around 13 years ago by Boggabri Lions 
Club member Geoff Eather, the Drovers campfire 
started with just 36 caravans and has since grown 
to over 500 vehicles and over 1000 people with 
April 19, 2020 looking to smash those numbers.

At the time, Geoff was driving a cotton truck for a 
living and would watch all the caravans migrating 
North for the winter months, which sparked his 

HEAD TO WWW.DROVERSCAMPFIRE.COM.AU TO REGISTER OR CONTACT  
RICHARD GILLHAM ON 0427 815 030 IF YOU’D LIKE TO HELP OUT IN ANY WAY.

THE BOGGABRI DROVERS CAMPFIRE IS 
BACK IN 2020 FOR ANOTHER HUGE EVENT 
AS THOUSANDS FLOCK FROM ALL OVER 
AUSTRALIA TO ENJOY THE LAID BACK 
BOGGABRI LIFESTYLE.

WWW.COMPONENTSONLY.COM 
1300 726 801

Did you know that Santa’s not allowed to go 
down chimneys this year? 

It was declared unsafe by the Elf and Safety 
Commission.

‘AVE A
LAUGH WITH

interest in drawing them into his hometown of 
Boggabri for a night or two. In the early years the 
campfire was run by the Boggabri Lions Club and 
a few farmers who were trying to entertain and 
showcase their district.

TAKING OUT THE COMMUNITY FESTIVALS AND 
EVENTS AWARD AT THE REGIONAL TOURISM 
AWARDS IN 2013, 2015 AND 2016, THE EVENT 
CONTINUES TO MAKE ITS MARK ON THE 
TOURISM INDUSTRY AND GUARANTEES BIGGER 
AND BETTER EVENTS EACH YEAR.

Now coming into its 14th year visitors are coming 
earlier and staying longer with most visitors 
staying for a 6-day event, doubling the population 
of Boggabri over those few days.

Taking about 13 months to organise, the campfire 
brings in people from all over Australia and has 
even had some international visitors, with many 
visiting from the Central Coast, Newcastle and 
Sydney areas on your way North. “We are finding 
many people are now making a special trip to 
Boggabri to experience our country hospitality 
and laid-back lifestyle,” said co-organiser 
Richard  Gillham.

“WE TRY TO GIVE PEOPLE A LOOK AT WHAT 
HAPPENS IN THE COUNTRY WITH MANY TOURS 
TO LOCAL PLACES OF INTEREST AROUND 
BOGGABRI AND THE SHIRE.”

Some of the tours include visiting cotton farms, 
cattle property, shearing demonstrations, coal 
mine tours, Santos tours, Narrabri Gaol, Baan 
Baa school, Narrabri fish farm and Sawn Rocks. 
There are also many other activities around town 
and at the showground from the arts and craft 
show, fashion parades, local market stalls and dog 
jumps to singing, poetry, skits, billy boiling and 
damper cooking. It’s an event jampacked to keep 
everyone  entertained.

“We are grateful to our current sponsors that 
allow us to run such a successful event; NSW 
government, Explore Narrabri Region, Boggabri 
Idemitsu Coal, Coates Hire, Civeo, Santos, Simply 
Print Anything, Whitehaven Coal and Namoi 
Wastecorp,” said Richard.

With all hoping for a green Drovers in 2020, 
there’s hopes of a visit to Dripping Rock, 
something that hasn’t been possible for years due 
to the current drought.

BACK IN 
BOGGABRI

DROVERS 
CAMPFIRE 

If you’re not familiar with a dustie 
(officially called a Coal Industry 
Act Inspector), their main role 
is monitoring NSW coal miners’ 
airborne dust exposure levels. Coal 
Services (formally known as the 
Joint Coal Board) has been involved 
in assessing and protecting NSW 
mine workers from dust exposure 
since its creation in 1946. 

Coal Industry Act Inspectors are 
an integral part of the NSW coal 
industry dust monitoring program, 
the aim of which is to determine 
whether dust levels at coal mines 
are maintained below the workplace 
exposure standard (WES). Regular 
onsite dust monitoring and analysis 
provides essential data for mines 
to review the effectiveness of dust 
control measures and identify areas 
or tasks that potentially present a 
respiratory health risk for workers. 

“ESSENTIALLY, THE MOST 
IMPORTANT PART OF A DUSTIE’S 
JOB IS PROTECTING COAL MINE 
WORKERS,” SAYS MATT. “WHEN 
I’M OUT ON A SITE MY SOLE 
FOCUS IS MONITORING WORK 
ENVIRONMENTS WITH THE AIM OF 
KEEPING WORKERS SAFE.”  

Matt says that for a dustie there’s no 
such thing as a typical day at work. 
“I might be visiting a longwall at 
an underground mine, fitting the 
workers with dust monitors and 
then observing them as they work. 
Then the next day I might be at an 
open cut mine collecting samples. 
This variety is one of things I most 
enjoy about the job.”

Whilst you might think that a 
dustie’s job is all about collecting, 
analysing and collating dust 
samples, Matt explains that there 
is much more to it. At each site he 
needs to look at numerous factors 
all specific to that site, such as what 
type of mining is being conducted, 
what ventilation arrangements 
are in place, what specific tasks 
have the potential to leave 
workers exposed to dust, personal 
positioning and personal protective 
equipment (PPE) use. 

In addition to Coal Industry Act 
Inspectors, Coal Services employs 
Occupational Hygienists who 
specialize in the assessment 
and control of a wide range of 
workplace exposure hazards. 

“We deal with a lot more than 
just dust. Workers can be exposed 
to other airborne contaminants 
and hazards such as noise, 
diesel exhaust emissions, gases, 
welding fumes, vibration and 
thermal stress. What’s more, all 
of our services are available to all 

industries, not just the mining 
industry. We are also available for 
guidance and education talks on 
anything from PPE to exposure 
standards to discussions on 
industry best practice.”

BEFORE MATT STARTED IN THE 
ROLE, THERE WAS NO DEDICATED 
DUSTIE FOR THE NORTH WEST 
REGION. THE INCEPTION OF THE 
ROLE IS DEMONSTRATIVE OF THE 
GROWTH AND OPPORTUNITIES 
THE REGION HAS BEEN 
EXPERIENCING IN RECENT YEARS.

With over 13 years’ experience in 
the coal mining industry and a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Health & Safety 
from Newcastle University, Matt is 
already highly qualified. But he’s 
decided to take those qualifications 
one step further.

“I’m very excited to be starting a 
Master’s Degree in Occupational 
Hygiene next year. As this district 
continues to expand, a qualified 
Occupational Hygienist that 
is based locally will be a great 
asset to the area. This additional 
qualification will complement the 
work I am already doing. Because 
when it comes to protecting 
workers, you can never know or do 
too much.

The project is run by the Rotary 
Club of Narrabri in partnership 
with the Rotary Club of Wee 
Waa and the Rotary Club of 
Boggabri under the umbrella of 
the Rotary Australia Benevolent 
Society and is aimed at 
identifying and assisting people 
struggling through the drought.

For those doing it tough during 
the drought, social isolation 
and mental health are serious 
issues. The Neighbours in Need 
program is about reaching 
out to those affected and 
supporting them however 
you can, whether it be social, 
emotional or material. 

COMMUNITY GIFT

THIS ISSUE THE GBP CRANES @ THE COALFACE $300 COMMUNITY 
GIFT GOES TO NEIGHBOURS IN NEED, A FANTASTIC PROJECT FOR 

FAMILIES SUFFERING DURING THE DROUGHT.

Head to the Neighbours in 
Need website now to help in 
any way you can. Enter your 
details and you will also receive 
a pamphlet with local support 
numbers to assist those in 

need. The program is currently 
only servicing the Narrabri 
Shire area including Wee Waa 
and Boggabri but with enough 
support everyone can be a 
Neighbour!

f  @NEIGHBOURSINNEEDNARRABRI

VISIT WWW.NEIGHBOURSINNEED.COM.AU

EMAIL INFO@NEIGHBOURSINNEED.COM.AU

NEIGHBOURS 
IN NEED

DUST 
DUTY

MEET MATTHEW HALL,  
THE COAL SERVICES  
‘DUSTIE’ FOR THE  
NORTH WEST REGION.

REFER A NEIGHBOUR

Anonymously refer 
a drought affected 
neighbour who will be 
visited with support and 
grocery/fuel cards. 

VOLUNTEER TO HELP

Helpers are needed to 
visit properties, offer 
support or run a BBQ.

HAVE A CHAT

Visit a drought-affected 
neighbour (in town or 
out of town) with a fresh 
cake for afternoon tea. 

ORGANISE A BBQ

Gather 5 drought 
affected families 
together and Neighbours 
in Need will supply the 
meat. Get 10 families 
together and they’ll 
come out and run the 
BBQ.

DONATE IF YOU CAN

Every dollar you 
donate will make a big 
difference in the lives of 
those supported.
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ON
WWW.COMPONENTSONLY.COM

1300 726 801

Freddie and John were fortunate 
enough to have a season ticket 
to watch the Knights. They could 
not help noticing that there was 
always a spare seat next to them 
even though they knew it was sold 
out. Week after week the seat was 
empty.

Then on Boxing day, the seat was 
taken for the first time that season. 

John asked the newcomer, “Where 
have you been all season?”

“Don’t ask,” he said, “My wife 
bought the season ticket back last 
winter and kept it for a surprise 
Christmas present.”

‘AVE A
LAUGH WITH

TAMWORTH

SANTA’S COMING AND WHAT 
BETTER WAY TO CELEBRATE 
THAN TO PARTY AT THESE 
AMAZING CHRISSY EVENTS. The NSW GOVERNMENT presents 

free concerts for NSW seniors to 
thank them for their valued and 
ongoing contributions to their 
families and communities. Rhonda 
Burchmore and Nathan Foley will 
be joining Tamworth for the 2019 
NSW Seniors Christmas Concerts. 

WHAT: SENIORS CHRISTMAS 
CONCERT 
WHEN: THURSDAY 5TH 
DECEMBER 2019 FROM 10:30AM 
AND 2PM 
WHERE: CAPITOL THEATRE, 
TAMWORTH

The COMBINED CHURCHES OF 
KOOTINGAL and Moonbi are 
presenting a great family night 
with the local community, RSL 
Brass Brand and local school 
presentations. Enjoy carols, 
entertainment and a Kootingal 
Lions Club Sausage Sizzle.

WHAT: COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS 
CAROLS AT MOONBY HOUSE 
WHERE: MOONBY HOUSE 
CHURCHILL DRIVE,  
KOOTINGAL, NSW 
WHEN: FRIDAY 6TH DECEMBER  
FROM 6PM

BURREN JUNCTION present a 
free family friendly community 
event to celebrate Christmas 

and the spirit of the local 
community through tough 
times. If you would like to 

donate to this cause head to 
Burren Junction ‘Under the 
stars’ on GoFundMe.

WHAT: UNDER THE STARS  
POP UP CINEMA 
WHERE: BURREN JUNCTION 
OVAL, TRAFALGAR STREET, 
BURREN JUNCTION, NSW 
WHEN: SATURDAY 7TH 
DECEMBER 2019 FROM 5PM

CLUB NARRABRI has put 
together a night of amazing 
local talent featuring West & 
Public, The Dominos & Moose 
Music. Birdies Bistro will be 
operating for food options. 
Table bookings essential for 
dinner reservations. Book early 
so you don’t miss out on 67 921 
844.

WHAT: ANNUAL CHRISTMAS 
PARTY ON THE FAIRWAY  
WHERE: @ THE GOLFIE 
WHEN: SATURDAY 14TH 
DECEMBER 2019 FROM 6PM

NARRABRI

TA
MW

OR
TH

HEAVY EQUIPMENT EXPERTS 
COMPONENTS ONLY KNOW 
THAT TO GET THE BEST 
PERFORMANCE OUT OF YOUR 
EQUIPMENT YOU NEED THE 
RIGHT FUEL.

That’s why they are giving 
away a $150 pizza voucher to 
keep you and your workmates 

fueled and fired up so you 
can get on with the job.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN 
SIMPLY SMS: COMPONENTS 
ONLY, YOUR NAME, AND 
YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS TO 
0438 474 290.

Limit of one entry per person. 
LTPM/19/04020

www.componentsonly.com.au

CRIB FOR 
THE CREW!

BY SUBMITTING AN ENTRY, 
YOU CONSENT TO THE USE OF 
YOUR CONTACT DETAILS FOR 
PROMOTIONAL AND MARKETING 
PURPOSES.

Get excited for the WINANGA-LI CHRISTMAS FAIR! A fun evening for 
the whole family with face painting, raffle tickets, lucky dips and prizes, 
brick-a-brack stalls, a jumping castle, chocolate wheel, BBQ, slushies and 
drinks. Winanga-Li is a gathering place for our Aboriginal children and 
their families to connect, grow and learn together, and therefore reflect and 
strengthen our Aboriginal identity within the wider Gunnedah community.

WHAT: WINANGA-LI CHRISTMAS FAIR 
WHERE: WINANGA-LI ACFC, 12 HUNTER STREET, GUNNEDAH NSW 
WHEN: FRIDAY 6TH DECEMBER 2019 FROM 6PM TO 8PM

GUNNEDAH SERVICES AND BOWLING CLUB are hosting the monster toy 
raffle of the year! 100 great prizes to be won. All ages welcome. There will be 
a Jumping Castle, Sausage Sizzle and Santa will be coming to visit.

WHAT: CHRISTMAS MONSTER TOY RAFFLE 
WHERE: 313 CONADILLY STREET, GUNNEDAH NSW 2380 – GUNNEDAH 
SERVICES & BOWLING CLUB BBQ AREA. 
WHEN: SUNDAY 8TH DECEMBER 2019 FROM 11AM

NORTHWEST CHURCH would love to invite you to a Christmas Eve event at 
the church with a BBQ and activities for the kids, creative service starting at 
7pm and an amazing Christmas dessert after the service! The only thing left 
to do will be getting the kids to bed.   

WHAT: CHRISTMAS EVE AT NORTHWEST  
WHERE: CARINYA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL HALL, 46 ELGIN STREET 
GUNNEDAH, NORTHWEST CHURCH 
WHEN: TUESDAY 24TH DECEMBER 2019 FROM 6PM

GUNNEDAH

CAROLS IN THE PARK is a highlight of the community calendar in 
Tamworth. Over the past few years it has continued to grow as an event 
attracting thousands of people from the local area. Enjoy entertainment 
from the Tamworth Brass Band and the Tamworth Highlands, Society 
Pipe Band, food stalls and family fun activities, carols and a spectacular 
fireworks display.

WHAT: CAROLS IN THE PARK 
WHERE: BICENTENNIAL PARK KABLE AVENUE, TAMWORTH, NSW 
WHEN: SATURDAY 7TH DECEMBER FROM 6:30PM

THE WEE WAA & DISTRICT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE is hosting 
their annual Christmas Mardi Gras with heaps of activities for 
the whole family. There will be a Lions Club chocolate wheel, 
Rotary BBQ, raffles, a jumping castle, MC and MaxFM, music, face 
painting, art show plus many more attractions and prizes.

WHAT: WEE WAA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE CHRISTMAS MARDI 
GRAS 
WHERE: ROSE STREET, WEE WAA NSW 2388 
WHEN: TUESDAY 17TH DECEMBER FROM 6PM

W
IN!

WH
AT
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What seems like a simple concept 
has been examined in the Courts over 
the years and much argument has 
centred on the question of whether 
a person works ‘in or about a coal 
mine’ and whether they are, in fact, a 
‘coal miner’. 

In an interesting case of Select Civil 
(Kiama) Pty Ltd v Kearney [2012] 
NSWCA 320, the Plaintiff was injured 
whilst undertaking site rehabilitation 

work at a coal mine where operations 
had been discontinued. The primary 
Judge found that the plaintiff was a 
coal miner and this was upheld on 
appeal. His Honour Judge Macfarlan 
stated: “A mine does not cease to 
be a mine immediately upon the 
cessation of extraction of minerals. 
It continues to have that character at 
least whilst equipment is packed up 
and the site is rehabilitated”. 

In the case of Ellavale Engineering 
Pty Limited v Pilgram [2005] 
NSWCA 272 the plaintiff was 
employed by a business involved 
in the overhaul maintenance and 
breakdown work on equipment 
used in various coal mines. The 
work was required to be carried 
out on a mine site and the plaintiff 
sustained injury whilst on the 
mine site. The Court held that the 
plaintiff was a coal miner and that 
the focus is not on the timeframe 
of work performed but rather the 
work actually being performed by 
the  worker. 

THE CASE LAW CONTINUES TO 
SHAPE THE DEFINITION OF WHO 
IS A ‘DEEMED’ COAL MINER AND 
REINFORCES THE FACT THAT THE 
ANSWER TO THIS QUESTION IS 
OFTEN MULTIFACETED. 

The relevance of this relates to a 
unique structure of compensation 
entitlements available to injured 
coal miners which has arisen due 
to historical legislative changes. 
The rights of those injured in the 
NSW coal industry are different 
to other workers and indicative of 
the uniqueness of this industry on 
the  whole. 

WE ALL KNOW THE SCENARIO: AT A BBQ, BEER IN HAND, NIBBLES 
AT THE READY AND MAKING SMALL TALK. “SO WHAT DO YOU DO?” 
SOMEONE ASKS. YOUR REPLY: “I’M A COAL MINER”. 

THE CASE LAW HAS ALSO 
CONFIRMED THAT THE 
INJURED WORKER DOES NOT 
NECESSARILY NEED TO BE 
EMPLOYED BY THE COAL MINE 
OPERATOR. 

CALL YOURSELF A 
COAL MINER?

Partnering with industry for a safe 
workplace and a healthy workforce

For more information about our services visit  
www.coalservices.com.au

The detection, evaluation and control of physical and chemical 
hazards is the core of workplace health and safety.
 

Primarily servicing the NSW coal industry, we can also help to 

mitigate workplace risk in other industries with:

 • Airborne contaminants monitoring (dust, respirable 

crystalline silica, diesel particulate matter)

 • Noise and vibration monitoring

 • Lighting surveys
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KIDS @ THE COALFACE

IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR 
AGAIN! SANTA AND HIS 

REINDEERS ARE COMING TO 
TOWN AND BOY ARE THESE 

LITTLE ONES EXCITED.

Kids 
@ THE COALFACE

EMILY CLARE MARY MEURA  
• AGE 3

ZARA WISE • AGE 12

TULLIE WHEELER • AGE 4

What do you love most about 
Christmas?
Presents!

Why do people put trees up at 
Christmas time?
I don’t really know actually.

What do you want for Christmas?
An apple watch, air pods and an 
iPhone XR.

CHAIS CERTOMA - AGE 4

ISAAC WISE • AGE 10

What do you love most about 
Christmas?
Presents.

Why do people put trees up at 
Christmas time?
Because it’s Christmas.

What do you want for Christmas?
A computer.

What do you love most about 
Christmas?
The food.

Why do people put trees up at 
Christmas time?
So Santa knows where to put all 
the presents.

What do you want for Christmas?
A mobile phone, a laptop and 
Fortnight V Bucks.

“ You’d never know  
all this used to  
be a mine.”

There’s more to Australian mining.

Australian miners and farmers are working together towards a common goal.  
Mining land is being rehabilitated to graze cattle and grow crops. When the mining is 
gone, the rehabilitated land will be here to stay – preserving it for future generations.

What do you love most about 
Christmas?
Um, getting presents!

Why do people put trees up at 
Christmas time?
For decorations and presents 
to go on the side of it.

What do you want for 
Christmas?
A talking ninja turtle and lots 
of toys.

 CHARLIE BRODIE • AGE 8

NATE WISE • AGE 8

What do you love most about 
Christmas?
Getting presents.

Why do people put trees up at 
Christmas time?
So you can put presents under them.

What do you want for Christmas?
LEGO City train set.

What do you love most about 
Christmas?
Spending it with family.

Why do people put trees up at 
Christmas time?
If you didn’t have a Christmas tree 
it wouldn’t show how much you 
love Christmas.

What do you want for Christmas?
iPod.

What do you love most about 
Christmas?
I like Pj Mask toys and the 
Christmas tree.

Why do people put trees up at 
Christmas time?
Because it’s nearly Christmas in 
our lounge room.

What do you want for Christmas?
Anything blue! And a PJ Mask bike.

 OLIVER BRODIE • AGE 9

What do you love most 
about Christmas?
I help mum make a lovely pie 
on Christmas when I wake up.

Why do people put trees up at 
Christmas time?
For Santa to put all the presents 
like Emily, Thomas and Paul 
and Mum and Dad.

What do you want for 
Christmas?
I want a blue purse and a blue 
tiara and one mermaid and 
one cupcake pink and one pink 
castle and pink slime. 
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ANDREW THOMSON

By submitting an entry, you consent to the use of your contact 
details for promotional and marketing purposes.

Made by Rugged Xtremes and in classic 
Coalface yellow, we reckon our crib bag 

will be as sought after as a Louis Vuitton.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, SIMPLY SMS: 
COOL CRIB, YOUR NAME, AND YOUR 

EMAIL ADDRESS TO 0438 474 290.
Limit of one entry per person.

LTPM/19/04020

YOU ARE GUARANTEED TO ADD A 
LITTLE SWAG TO YOUR SHIFT WITH 

OUR INSULATED PVC CRIB BAG.

COOL CRIB
W

IN
!

Australia’s #1 provider
of great people.
Proudly supporting local mining industry by providing 
great people to help our customers grow now, and into 
the future. Contact us today.

Call 13 STAFF (13 78 23)
greatwork.programmed.com.au

Great work
takes great people

AC Whalen
Who are you and what do 
you do?

My name is Chris Fenton and 
I am the Branch Manager for 
AC Whalan Gunnedah.

We are piping specialists for 
the mining and industrial 
sector, proudly Australian 
owned and operated with 
branches in Gunnedah, 
Singleton, Lithgow, Emerald 
and Mackay.

Where did you start and 
how did you end up where 
you are now? 

Established by Arnold 
Clement Whalan, AC Whalan 
& Co began trading in 1939, 
the business back then 
traded as a stock and station 
business with involvement 
in the supply and delivery of 
agricultural products.

The involvement in the 

mining industry grew 
with the resurgence of 
the resources industry in 
the 1970’s and 1980’s and 
AC Whalan was perfectly 
positioned to service the 
market.

Describe a typical day at 
‘The office’. 

On the go from start to 
finish! 

Forever finding solutions 

to exceed our customers 
needs and expectations.

What’s the best thing about 
your business?

We are a make it happen 
business, who don’t know 
how to say the word no.

The customer satisfaction 
we give makes it a pleasure 
coming to work.

What is the big news in your 
part of the mining industry 
right now?

The potential pending 
development for both new 
and existing coal mines in 
the North West region.

What is the biggest 
opportunity for your 
business right now?

Increase our customer 
base through our superior 
customer service and 
continue to keep our prices 
at a minimum for our valued 
customers.

What are the biggest 
challenges facing your 
business?

The drought has affected our 
rural polypipe and fittings 
sales as customers simply 
don’t have the water to move.

How long have you been 
doing business and business 
in the North West?

The business celebrated 80 
years this year. 

Our Gunnedah branch 
opened in 2008 and has 
enjoyed servicing our 
customers over the past 12 
years.

Community or other causes 
close to its heart and 
values?

AC Whalan proudly supports 
local charities and sporting 
organisations including the 
Boggabri Rugby League Club, 
Gunnedah Golf Club, drought 
relief events and the Westpac 
Rescue Helicopter Service.

How big is the crew in the 
North West?

We currently have 6 valuable 
team members.

What’s the best thing about 
your job?

The different challenges we 
face on a daily basis, no two 
days are ever the same.

The worst thing?

Not enough hours in the day.

What’s a funny story’s 
about work that you can 
tell?

Our Manager now has the 
nick name “Tubby” and its 
not because of his cricketing 
ability.

Anything else you want to 
say?

For any pipe, valve or hose 
requirements please call our 
team on (02) 6742 7135.

WE CELEBRATED 80 YEARS THIS YEAR!

Who are you and what do you do? 

I’m Andrew Thomson and I’m a Dispatch 
Coordinator at Whitehaven Coal’s Maules 
Creek Mine. My role utilises the latest in fleet 
management technology to optimise the 
production, transportation and logistics of coal in 
a large open pit mine.

Any nicknames good or bad?

Drew, or Drewber when anyone needs a lift at 
work! Many more related to the beard but I’ll 
leave that to the work mates.

Where do you live and how long have you been 
in the North West?

I live on a small farm block on the Namoi River 
just south of Boggabri. I relocated here from 
Perth 2 years ago for work and love having 
no  neighbours.

Originally a coastal kid from Coffs Harbour, I 
was lucky growing up with the best of both the 
beach and the bush. My holidays were spent out 
west Mungindi way on my family’s wheat and 
cattle  farm.

When did you start and what’s the ride 
been  like?

I started my mining career 12 years ago in 
QLD Bowen Basin Coal driving dump trucks. 
From there I moved to WA joining Fortescue 
Metals Group riding the wave of the iron ore 
boom. With the help of some amazing mentors 
and work mates I experienced ground floor 
operations, Dispatch Fleet Management Systems, 
Surface Mining Operations Supervisor and 
Production  Coordinator.

The last 5 years have been in control rooms 
optimising FMS systems from Telfer gold mine, 
Roy Hill Remote Operations Center to my current 
role at MCC.

What’s a usual day at work entail?

In the world of Fleet Management no two days are 
the same. As a dispatcher in our team you need 
to respond to delays and bottlenecks that impact 
operational costs every few minutes. Lots of 
screens and attention to detail.

My role is to manage, develop and monitor mine 
dispatch teams. Validation and compilation 
of accurate data. Monitoring and modifying 
program processes to optimise dynamic 
dispatching to align with business priorities.

Screens lots of screens. 

How big is the crew?

Each crew on average sits just over 100, but over 
600 in operations as a whole.

What’s the best thing about your job?

Working in a very dynamic fast paced 
environment, the latest technology is a big 
help. Highlighting business improvements 
opportunities and working with a very resilient 
effective team. 

The worst thing?

There is none!

What’s a funny story about work that you 
can  tell?

One legendary work flight to Cloudbreak Mine in 
the Pillbra. The skill of our A330 pilot dropping 
in sideways, down through the last gap low lying 

cloud as cyclone Heidi was hot on our tail. The last 
flight in and out of work before she locked us all 
down for the week. Both crews were saying their 
Hail Mary’s as he touched it down safely.

How different is your job to what you wanted to 
be when you were a kid?

Fireman Sam was a bit of hero. I guess RFS is 
always looking for volunteers. 

The spot fires I put out are more logistical and 
system based, less flames but still plenty of heat. 

What would your mum say about you when you 
were a kid?

My mum would tell everyone how I liked my 
socks  ironed! 

Thanks mum. Now I don’t even own an iron, if 
you fold your clothes the right way you save a lot 
of time and wrinkles apparently ;-)

Family?

Is a massive part of my life hence the move back 
to the motherland. Mum’s the word!

What do you do in your downtime?

Enjoy getting out in the garden. Growing our own 
produce and enjoying a quiet life in the bush. The 
coast still calls though, salty beard and sandy toes 
can’t beat it.

What is one thing about you that would 
surprise people to know? 

I have Great Danes, Afghan Hounds, Italian 
Greyhounds and latest addition a livestock 
guardian dog Maremma to keep the chooks safe 
from those sneaky foxes.

ANDREW THOMSON ANDREW IS FLAT OUT KEEPING PRODUCTION ON TRACK! SCREENS, SCREENS 
AND MORE SCREENS, HE ALWAYS HAS IS EYE ON THE BALL.
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 A huge national centre on 
mine land in the North West 
with supporting facilities to 
reprocess the waste into valuable 
commodities would be very 
big business. Just a 5 per cent 
improvement in the efficient 
use of materials could benefit 
Australia’s GDP by as much as $24 
billion. Imagine a big chunk of that 
cash being generated locally.

For a country and world whose 
news headlines are dominated 
by the climate change debate, we 
sure know how to waste stuff. The 

THE NATIONAL 
RECYCLING 

CENTRE

WE ARE A WORLD THAT 
CONSUMES LIKE A PACK OF 
LABRADOR’S LET LOOSE IN 
A BUTCHER’S SHOP. THE 
WASTE WE CREATE IS MIND 
BOGGLING. WHAT WE DO 
WITH MUCH OF IT COULD 
BE GREATLY IMPROVED 
THROUGH MASS SCALE 
RECYCLING IN AUSTRALIA 
INSTEAD OF EXPORTING. 
WHY  NOT DO IT HERE IN 
NORTH WEST?

The established and 
trusted name in mining.
Double R is an award winning “One Stop Shop” offering New Machinery Sales, and 
Trade Services to the Mining, Transport, Agricultural, Marine, and Construction 
industries. Authorised sales and service dealer for Deutz Fahr, and Dieci Telehandlers.

�� HEAVY EQUIPMENT REPAIRS
�� HEAVY VEHICLE REPAIRS
�� UNDERGROUND HARD ROCK EQUIPMENT REPAIRS
�� RMS AUTHORISED INSPECTION STATION
�� LIGHT VEHICLE REPAIRS
�� AUTO ELECTRICAL
�� AIR CONDITIONING REPAIRS AND SERVICING
�� TRUCK AND LIGHT VEHICLE WHEEL ALIGNMENTS
�� LABOUR HIRE
�� ENGINEERING AND MACHINING
�� BOILER MAKING AND FABRICATION
�� STRUCTURAL CONDITIONING AND PAINTING TO SPECIFICATION
�� MOBILE LINE BORING
�� LIQUID NITROGEN
�� UNDERGROUND COAL SERVICES

Why should you engage Double R?
TEAM A GREAT CULTURE COMMITTED TO THEIR CLIENTS
ONE STOP EXTENSIVE SERVICES AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR STEP
ADAPTIVE DEVELOPS CUSTOMISED SOLUTIONS TO THE NEED
RESPONSIVE DELIVERING AND EXCEEDING EXPECTATIONS
RELIABLE CONSISTENCY OF DELIVERY

HUNTER VALLEY
02 6571 4249
huntervalley@dblr.com.au

GUNNEDAH
02 6780 9601
gunnedah@dblr.com.au

MUDGEE
02 6372 3257
mudgee@dblr.com.au

LEINSTER
08 9037 3804
leinster@dblr.com.au

KARRATHA
08 9185 2699
karratha@dblr.com.au

dblr.com.au

PARALLEL ECONOMICS

For hundreds of thousands of years this little rock 
known as coal has been around. Made of up of 65-
95% carbon, with hydrogen, sulphur, oxygen, and 
nitrogen thrown into the mix, coal is sometimes 
so shiny it could pass as silver and other times as 
sooty as night.

It is generally accepted that most 
coals formed from plants that grew in 
and adjacent to swamps in warm, humid regions. 
Material derived from these plants accumulated in 
low-lying areas that remained wet most of the time 
and was converted to peat through the activity of 
microorganisms. Under certain conditions this 
organic material continued to accumulate and was 
later converted into coal with most of the world’s 
coal being formed during the Pennsylvanian Epoch 
(Carboniferous Period).

The earliest reference to the use of coal in 
metalworking was by Greek Scientist Theophrastus 
(371–287 BC) who wrote in his text Stones: 

‘Among the materials that are dug because they 
are useful, those known as coals are made of earth, 
and, once set on fire, they burn like charcoal; and 
they are used by those who work in metals.’

For the Chinese, most historians say China first 
began burning coal for heat, cooking and smelting 
steel during the Han dynasty which began in 206 
BC. It is thought by some that the Chinese were 
involved in the surface mining of coal as far back 
as 3490 BC.

In Europe, archeologists have found evidence 
that the Romans in England used it from around 
100-200 AD though the first documented proof 

that coal was mined in Europe was provided by 
the monk Reinier of Liège, who wrote in 1200AD 
of black earth very similar to charcoal used by 
metalworkers. 

In the Americas some of the first instances of coal 
utilisation date back to the Aztecs who used coal 
for fuel from the 14th century. During the 1300s 
in North America, the Hopi Indians used coal for 
cooking, heating and to bake the pottery they 
made from clay. Coal was later rediscovered in the 
United States by explorers in 1673. 

Worldwide, coal was used only on a limited scale 
until the early 18th century when successive 
metallurgical and engineering developments saw 
coal power the steam engine, turn turbines, fire 
kilns, heat buildings and generate electricity. 

TODAY WE HAVE COAL TO THANK FOR 
CREATING OUR CITIES, POWERING OUR CARS 
AND HOMES, AND PROVIDING ALMOST EVERY 
LUXURY THAT MODERN CIVILISATION ENJOYS. 
NOT BAD FOR A LITTLE BLACK ROCK!

A CHRONICLE OF  

Coal

REFERENCES TO THE EARLY USES OF COAL ARE HARD TO FIND, AS UNFORTUNATELY EARLY MAN 
DID NOT BACK UP THEIR STONE TABLETS TO THE CLOUD. THE CHINESE, ROMANS, AZTECS AND 
GREEKS ALL USED COAL, THOUGH WHEN AND HOW IS A BIT SKETCHY.

COAL IS SO MUCH MORE THAN SOMETHING SANTA LEAVES 
FOR NAUGHTY KIDS. FROM PROVIDING A HEAT SOURCE 
FOR THE CAVE MAN, TO PROPELLING MANKIND INTO THE 
MODERN AGE, COAL HAS A PLENTIFUL AND VARIED HISTORY.

average Australian sends more 
than one tonne of waste to 
landfill  each year.

RECYCLING IS ALREADY BIG 
BUSINESS, BUT IT IS ALSO A 
BUSINESS WITH CONSIDERABLE 
CHALLENGES. IN JANUARY 2018, 
CHINA’S BAN ON IMPORTING 
MUCH OF OUR REUSABLE WASTE 
SENT AUSTRALIA’S WASTE 
MANAGEMENT INDUSTRY 
INTO  A  TAILSPIN.

Chief Executive of the Waste 
Management Association of 
Australia, Gayle Sloan told 
the ABC, “What we’re actually 
exporting are commodities, it’s 
not waste. What we should be 
doing is not exporting those to 
overseas countries but utilising 
them in Australia because we 
know we create jobs — 9.2 jobs 
for every 10,000 tonnes recycled 
in Australia, compared to 2.8 
for  export.”

Imagine a clean and efficient 
national recycling mega 
site where everything from 
building materials to glass 
to paper, cardboard, metal, 
plastic, tyres, textiles, batteries, 
and electronics could not only 
be taken to, but repurposed into 
high value commodities. Those 
commodities would be worth billions 
as  mentioned  earlier.

We are not talking about a stockpile 
site here. It comes in and gets 
processed in vast quantities in a 
highly efficient, relatively short time 
frame. Surrounding the site could be 
waste specific processing facilities 
generating mass scale, high value 

commodities for export or domestic 
industry use.

Jobs would be created in the 
thousands not hundreds. Supporting 
supplier businesses would further 
drive the local economy and 
local  opportunity.

The children were lined up in the 
cafeteria of a Catholic elementary 
school for lunch. At the head of the 
table was a large pile of apples. 

The nun made a note, and posted on 
the apple tray, ‘Take only one. God 
is watching.’

Moving further along the lunch 
line, at the other end of the table 
was a large pile of chocolate chip 
cookies. One child whispered to 
another, 

“Take all you want. God is watching 
the apples.”

‘AVE A
LAUGH WITH

WWW.COMPONENTSONLY.COM   
1300726 801

IT’S TOO GOOD AN IDEA TO 
LET GO TO WASTE.
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THE RFS HAVE BUSTED THE MYTHS.  
KNOWING THE FACTS MAY SAVE YOUR LIFE.

HEALTH @ THE COALFACE SAFETY @ THE COALFACE

FREECALL 
1300 455 195
stratquip.com.au

Fuel Tanks

Pumpsets
Skids, Trailers  
& Pontoons

EQUIPMENT 
READY FOR

strategic
equipment

solutions 
Evaporative Fans & 
Dust Suppression

Pumpsets
Trailers , Skids 
& Pontoons

HIRE
1300 455 195

BEER

To be clear this is not an 
encouragement to go out and down a 
case, we are talking about moderate 
beer drinking. One to two drinks 
per day can boost your metabolism 
and reduce your risk of heart attack 
and  cancer.  

Beer has no fat, cholesterol, or nitrates 
and is loaded with carbohydrates, 
magnesium, selenium, potassium, 
phosphorus, iron, calcium, biotin, 
folic acid, niacin, B-vitamins, and 
antioxidants. Plus it’s good for the soul!

POTATOES

Because they’re a high glycemic 
index food they tend to get lumped 
in with foods made from refined 
carbohydrates that must be avoided 
at all costs. But potatoes are extremely 
nutritious and are a rich source of 
carbohydrates, vitamin C, some B 
vitamins and trace minerals.

Because the nutrients lie just under the 
skin, it’s best to cook it with the skin on 
and baking or roasting are preferable 
to boiling so nutrients are not lost.

WHEAT

Wheat has become one of the most 
demonised of all foods because it 
contains gluten. Yet only about 1% of 
the population have a genuine gluten 
allergy. 

Wheat is a good source of fibre, 
vitamins and minerals and decades 
of studies have found that gluten-
containing foods such as whole wheat 
are vital for good health and associated 
with a reduced risk of diabetes, heart 
disease, cancer and excess weight.

COFFEE

Despite the prevalent thinking that to 
be healthy means cutting out coffee, 

ALL TOO OFTEN THE FOODS WE LOVE ARE DEMONISED BY SO CALLED 
‘FOOD GURUS’. WE’VE DONE OUR OWN RESEARCH LOOKING AT RECENT 
STUDIES TO FIND OUT THE TRUTH OF THE STAPLE FOODS NEEDED FOR A 
CHRISTMAS FEAST. 

BRING ON THE  
CHRISTMAS FEAST!

GOOD NEWS 
FOR CHRISTMAS FOOD

What do you get if you eat Christmas decorations? 

Tinsilitis

‘AVE A
LAUGH WITH
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the current evidence is mostly in 
favour of drinking coffee. Coffee 
drinking is linked to increased life 
expectancy and a reduced risk of Type 
2 diabetes and reduced risk of liver and 
prostate cancer, particularly in men.

And it’s not just the caffeine, studies 
show that the other compounds in 
coffee are beneficial, so you can drink 
decaffeinated coffee too.

EGG YOLKS

We’ve all seen the hype over egg white 
only omelettes with the poor old yolk 
being left by the wayside. Yet egg yolks 
are one of the richest dietary sources 
of choline, an anti-inflammatory 
nutrient essential for neurological 
function. Choline also helps produce 
the ‘happiness’ hormones, serotonin, 
dopamine, and norepinephrine. 
Egg yolks are also rich in lutein and 
zeaxanthin, two carotenoids that 
protect against vision loss. Eggnog 
anyone?

SUGAR

Of all the so called ‘bad foods’ sugar 
has been slammed in recent years as 
being the worst. Yet our bodies prefer 
sugar to provide us with energy than 
any other source.

It occurs naturally in many fruits and 
vegetables and more importantly, it 
tastes great. Which is the problem as 
it’s packed full of calories. You just 
need to find a way to limit the intake of 
your sugar and so artificial sweeteners 
make a great substitute. To date, 
artificial sweeteners have not been 
proved to cause any ill effects and will 
satisfy your sweet tooth without the 
calories.

WITH THE WEATHER BEING THE DRIEST IN YEARS, IT’S 
LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR SOME VERY DANGEROUS 
FIRE CONDITIONS THIS SUMMER. WE’VE ALREADY 
SEEN TERRIBLE BLAZES AND THE EXPERTS WARN IT’S 
LIKELY TO GET WORSE. 

The Bureau of Meteorology said it was the driest winter in 
almost a decade, but all you need to do is ask any farmer 
and they will tell you that they’ve seen more beer spilt 
than rain this winter.

We’ve already experienced some devastating fires and 
the experts all agree that we could be in for some serious 
problems with more dry and hot weather forecasted. 

Fire safety is deadly important so take the time to read 
our fire safety advice and make sure you and your family 
are prepared.

Have a fire plan

Make sure everyone in your home knows what to do if a 
fire occurs. Sit down as a family and discuss what you 
will do with pets, valuables and most importantly people! 
Remember leaving early is always the safest choice. 

FIRED UP

BUSH FIRE MYTHS
MYTH It won’t happen to me 

FACT No one can guarantee that it 
won’t happen to you. If you prepare 
and nothing ever happens then 
you have lost nothing. If you do not 
prepare your family and home in 
order to best protect them from a 
bush fire you may not live to regret it!

MYTH Standing on my roof hosing it 
down with water will  help

FACT During a bush fire more injuries 
occur from people falling off rooves 
than from burns! Filling your gutters 
with water and hosing down your roof 
will help stop spot fires due to ember 
attack, but any hosing should be done 
from the ground.

MYTH If I know the back streets in my 
suburb or town really well, it will be ok for 
me to leave at the very last minute 

FACT Smoke from a fire can limit visibility. 
You may become confused or disorientated. 
Power lines and fallen trees on roads may 
be hard to see making driving dangerous. 
It is always better to leave early before the 
fire  arrives.

MYTH I’ll be fine; the bush is a few streets 
away 

FACT Most houses are burnt in bush fires 
because of ember attacks. Embers can cause 
fires many kilometres in front of the main fire 
and can start falling up to an hour before the 
fire arrives at your home. You need to make 
sure that your home is properly prepared to 
withstand ember attack.

MYTH Filling the bath tub when a fire is 
approaching  to sit in 

FACT The NSW RFS recommends that you fill your bath 
and sinks with water in case the water supply to your 
home is cut off. This water can then be used to put out 
small spot fires that may start in and around the home.

MYTH There will always be a fire truck available to 
fight a bush fire threatening my home 

FACT There will never be as many fire trucks as 
there are houses. Do not depend on a fire truck being 
available at your  home.

MYTH A house can explode if it catches on fire

FACT Houses do not just explode, it’s what you have 
stored under your home that may explode. You should 
consider what flammable and explosive items you have 
around/under your home and where you should store 
them in order to reduce the risk to your  home.

Be prepared

There’s lots of simple things you can do 
around the home and yard, like keeping 
the lawn mowed and bushes trimmed and 
removing flammable materials. Always have 
a source of water available and hoses that 
reach around your whole house.

Be in the know

Before fires even start, you should always 
monitor the fire danger ratings to make sure 
you know the right way to respond.

Severe – You should only stay if your home is 
well prepared and you’re ready to defend it.

Extreme – Only stay if your home is prepared 
to the very highest level and is specially built 
to survive a bushfire.

Catastrophic – Is as bad as it gets. No 
homes are built to withstand a fire in these 
conditions. Leaving early is your only safe 
option.

LISTEN TO ADVICE

In the event of a bushfire, it’s important that 

you stay up to date on conditions in your 
area. There are 3 bushfire alert levels which 
are designed to help you know what is the 
safest thing to do at that time. 

Advice – A fire has started. There is no 
immediate danger. Stay up to date in case the 
situation changes.

Watch and act – There is a heightened level 
of threat. You need to start taking action to 
protect you and your family.

Emergency warning – You may be in danger 
and need to take action immediately. Any 
delay now puts your life at risk.

It’s important to stay tuned to radios, 
websites and download the ‘Fires Near ME’ 
app to keep up to date with the latest news so 
you can act fast. 

Donate or Volunteer 

Anytime you see that charity box or raffle 
raising money for our hardworking volunteer 
firefighters, dig deep. Or give up your time 
and volunteer at your local rural fire service.
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KEY CONTACTS

Bush Fire Information Line  
1800 NSW RFS (1800 679 737)

NSW Rural Fire Service  
www.rfs.nsw.gov.au 
f @nswrfs

Report a Fire Emergency 
CALL 000



Gunnedah’s upcoming tennis 
stars were given the chance 
to meet tennis champions 
Casey Dellacqua and Jas Hewitt 
during a visit to the region on 
November 22. 

Organised by Tennis NSW, the 
pair visited St Xavier’s Primary 
School and Gunnedah South 
Public School before making 
their way to Gunnedah Tennis 

Club as guest court managers 
for a super 8’s and super 10’s 
competition.

Following a jam-packed day, 
Casey and Jaslyn then made 
their way to Gunnedah Town 
Hall for the Celebrating Women 
in Tennis event to share 
their tennis journeys with 
local families, young women 
and  players.

More than 30,000 people attended 
the competition at the Central 
Coast Regional Sporting Complex, 
including National Rugby League 
Indigenous stars Josh Addo-Carr, 
Cody Walker, Andrew Fifita and Greg 
Inglis, who were on hand to provide 
advice to the next generation of 
Indigenous talent.

Local clubs the Gunnedah Gomeroi 
Roos and Narrabri Nandewar 
Wedgetails – both sponsored by 
Whitehaven Coal – competed in 
the four-day competition, which 
has become one of the most 

significant events on the Indigenous 
sporting  calendar.

BECOMING ONE OF AUSTRALIA’S 
LARGEST INDIGENOUS SPORTING 
EVENTS SINCE ITS BIRTH IN 1971, 
OVER 140 TEAMS COMPETED FOR 
THE TITLE THIS YEAR.

Roos coach and founder Michael Long 
said he was delighted to continue the 
club’s participation in an event that 
celebrates Indigenous peoples across 
the State. “I’m so proud of the boys 
despite not getting up on the day,” 
said Mr Long. 

“This year’s team is growing in 
experience, and with 14 players 
between 17 and 19, the future 
looks  bright.”

The 2019 knockout marked the fifth-
year anniversary of Whitehaven’s 
sponsorship of the Gomeroi Roos. 
“Whitehaven’s support of the 
Gomeroi Roos and other Indigenous 
organisations, like the Winanga-Li 
Aboriginal Child and Family Centre, 
has made a tremendous difference,” 
said Coach Michael.

“We’ve come a long way in five years, 

and I’d like to thank the company for 
its ongoing support.”

The South Coast Black Cockatoos, 
which featured a number of current 
and former NRL players, won the 
men’s tournament over the Griffith 
Three Ways United.

Coach Long’s son and Roos Captain 
Mikey Long is keen to come back 
bigger and better in 2020. “We didn’t 
get the result we wanted this year, 
but that just means we will work 
harder and stronger to perform next 
competition,” said Mikey.

Jaslyn Hewitt is the National 
academy manager for Tennis 
Australia NSW and younger 
sister of Aussie favourite Lleyton 
Hewitt. Formerly a highly ranked 
junior tennis player, Jaslyn 
represented Australia at the 2000 
Commonwealth Youth Games and 
now dedicates herself to coaching 
and managing young players to be 
the best they can be in the sport. 
“Was great travelling with you 
again,” Jaslyn Tweeted to Casey. 

“GREAT TO HAVE TENNIS NSW 
WORKING WITH OUR NSW 
NATIONAL ACADEMY AND 
ENGAGING OUR BEST PLAYERS TO 
PROMOTE AND GROW THE SPORT.”

Casey has also taken on the mentor 
role, working with Jaslyn to create 
better pathways for young women 
with their sights on a successful 
tennis career. Turning pro in 2002, 
Casey reached her highest women’s 
single ranking at No.26 in 2014.

“I have just started for Tennis NSW 
as the women and girls lead, so I 
will be working closely with Jaslyn 
and Tennis NSW to hopefully really 
grow and expand and engage the 
many women and girls within 
NSW and really create a positive 
and fantastic culture for women’s 
tennis,” said Casey.

It was smiles all round as kids 
were able to listen and learn from 
two of the best, ask questions and 
of course have a hit of tennis. 
For players like Gunnedah’s 
Anna Bishop, the opportunity 
was one to remember. Anna said 
it was amazing that girls in the 
community were able to learn from 
mentors like Casey and Jaslyn. 
Following in their footsteps, Anna 
has recently returned from a Tennis 
Australia Tennis Camp in Perth 
where she first had the chance to 
meet Casey.

GUNNEDAH AND NARRABRI’S RUGBY TALENT FACED OFF AGAINST THE STATE’S TOP LOCAL CLUBS OVER 
THE OCTOBER LONG WEEKEND AT THE 49TH ANNUAL NSW ABORIGINAL RUGBY LEAGUE KNOCKOUT.

INDIGENOUS RUGBY
ROYALTY

Tennis Stars 
STOP BY GUNNEDAH

AUSTRALIAN TENNIS CHAMPS CASEY DELLACQUA AND JASLYN 
HEWITT MADE THEIR WAY TO GUNNEDAH TO SHARE THEIR 
EXPERTISE WITH YOUNG LOCAL PLAYERS.

“SUPER 8’S, SUPER 10’S, A GIRLS ONLY 
SQUAD, A NIGHT CELEBRATING WOMEN 
IN TENNIS AND THROW IN A COUPLE OF 
SCHOOL VISITS, THAT’S WHAT WE GOT 
DONE THE LAST 48 HRS IN GUNNEDAH, 
NOTHING BETTER THAN GETTING OUT TO 
REGIONAL AUSTRALIA AND ENGAGING 
WITH SO MANY EXCITED TENNIS PEOPLE,” 
CASEY TWEETED.

With Ash Barty the current No.1 ranked 
women’s singles tennis player in the world 
and champion Aussies like Casey and Jas 
putting in the time to mentor young rural 
women like in the North West, Australian 
tennis has an increasing number of 
upcoming women in the sport looking to 
make it a career.
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Velvety 

YIELD

WWW.COMPONENTSONLY.COM
1300 726 801

Santa was very cross. It was Christmas 
Eve, and nothing was going right.

Mrs. Claus had burned all the cookies. 
The elves were complaining about 
not getting paid for the overtime 
they had worked making toys and 
were threatening to go on strike. The 
reindeer had been drinking eggnog all 
afternoon. To make matters worse, a 
few of the other elves had taken the 
sleigh out for a spin earlier in the day 
and had crashed it into a tree.

Santa was furious. “I can’t believe it! 
I’ve got to deliver millions of presents 
all over the world in just a few hours, 
and all my reindeer are drunk, the 
elves are walking out, and I don’t even 
have a Christmas tree! I sent that 
stupid little angel out hours ago to 
find a tree and he isn’t even back yet! 
What am I going to do?”

Just then, the little angel opened the 
front door and stepped in from the 
snowy night, dragging a Christmas 
tree. The angel said, “Yo, fat man! 
Where do you want me to stick the 
tree this year?”

And thus, the tradition of angels atop 
the Christmas trees came to pass...

‘AVE A
LAUGH WITH

THE YIELD IS AT 113 MAITLAND ST, 
NARRABRI. FOLLOW ON FACEBOOK AND 
INSTAGRAM @YIELD_NARRABRI.

AS A KID I LOVED THE FEEL OF THOSE LITTLE 
SWEET ROCKS THAT USED TO CRACKLE ON MY 
TONGUE OR THE GOOD OLD WHIZZ FIZZ SHERBET, 
SOUR AND SMACKING. I RECENTLY HAD THE PLEASURE 
OF DISCOVERING THE TEXTURE OF PURE VELVET IN 
FOOD, FOLLOWED BY TOTAL HEAVENLY FLAVOURS THAT 
HAS LEFT ME CRAVING FOR ANOTHER TRIP TO THIS 
CELESTIAL SPOT, IN NARRABRI.

The Yield is tucked in the back of an eclectic 
gift and homewares in the main shopping 
district of Narrabri. If you drag yourself 
through the myriad of glassware, clothing 
and jewellery of Marval Designs you will 
discover an Aladdin’s Cave of gastronomy. 
And the best coffee in a 100km radius. 

The velvet experience came with the 
Almond Croissant, made by a proper French 
Patisserie in Inverell and delivered fresh 
each Thursday. They are light and buttery 
with the smooth velvet texture that dances 
on your tongue, followed by just the right 
amount of sweetness and a gentle crunch of 
fresh flaked almonds.

IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR SOMETHING 
NOT SO SWEET, THEN YOU MUST TRY 
THEIR TRIPLE CHEESE TOASTIE WITH 

CONFIT ONION JAM. THE SOURDOUGH 
BREAD, CHEESES AND RELISH ARE 

ALL LOCALLY SOURCED AND YOU 
CAN BUY THE PRODUCTS IN THE 

STORE SO YOU ATTEMPT TO 
RECREATE THE EXPERIENCE 
LATER.

While you are waiting for 
your toastie to cook, and your 

coffee to brew browse the 
myriad of gastronomic treats 

and kitchenware. I never thought I 
needed A Drunken Sailor Onion and 

Bourbon Relish, but it is now under my 
Christmas tree for the big fella in the red 
coat to enjoy in a few weeks’ time.

Take the drive to Narrabri and experience 
for yourself. Try to keep it our little secret, if 
you can.

THIS TINY HOME HAS EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO TRAVEL AND LIVE 
IN STYLE. COMPACT AND LUXURIOUS, THE LAND ARK RV MODEL IS 
SOPHISTICATED, SLEEK AND THE PERFECT PLACE TO SLEEP. 

With a wardrobe, closet, benches, sleeping loft, bathroom with walk-
in shower, kitchen, living area and patio you could literally make this 
amazing RV your home. 

NOTHING SAYS BEASTLY RIG LIKE THE ROAMR JEEP 
GLADIATOR TOMAHAWK. HEAD TO THE EDGE OF THE 
WORLD, THE FAR REACHES OF THE DESERT, AND CAMP IN 
THIS DURABLE MACHINE. 

Self-contained and the perfect exploration vehicle, the 
Tomahawk features a V8 under the hood, Metalcloak 
suspension, fitted with Nitto Trail Grapplers and overlanding 
gear for all your camping needs.

KIDS, ADULTS, GRANDPARENTS AND 
EVERYONE IN BETWEEN, YOU NEED 
THE GOBOAT. SIMPLE TO USE, IT’S 
PERFECT FOR ALL AGES (ALMOST), 
LIGHT WEIGHT, INNOVATIVE AND 
PROVIDES HOURS OF FUN. 

Reach those hard to get to fishing 
spots and catch the perfect bream and 
navigate over those shallow areas to 
make it all the way to shore, no more 
wet shoes trying to jump off the boat.

MOST OF US HATE SPIDERS, BUT YOU’LL 
LOVE THIS ONE. SAND, SNOW, VALLEYS, 
HILLS, YOU NAME IT THE 4WD SWINCAR 
E-SPIDER WILL TACKLE IT. 

The small electric buggy drives so smoothly 
you’ll glide across any surface with 
exceptional cross-country performance. 
Designed on an original pendulum concept, 
this bad boy is one of a kind.

IF LIKE ME YOU’VE USED YOUR SPARE 
TYRE AND NEVER REPLACED IT DUE 
TO ABSOLUTE LAZINESS, THEN NOT TO 
WORRY BECAUSE THE SOLUTION IS HERE. 

The Michelin Airless Tyre is built on the 
Unique Puncture Proof Tyre System. Made 
from a special kind of rubber mixed with 
high resistant resin plus fibreglass, you’ll 
never need to replace your tyres again.

WWW.MICHELINTWEEL.COM

Airless 
ADVENTURE

WWW.THEGOBOAT.COM  

GO GO-BOAT

WWW.SWINCAR.NET 

Spider 
RIDER

WWW.IAMROAMR.COM

OFF-ROAD RIG
WWW.MANTA5.COM

BREEZY BICYCLE
WALK ON WATER, OR EVEN BETTER, RIDE ON WATER WITH THE 
WORLD’S FIRST HYDROFOIL E-BIKE.

 Jump on and pedal as this innovative bike propels you peacefully 
across lakes, rivers and even the ocean. 
Replace traffic with smooth sailing, roads 
with the open water and replace that road 
rage with wind in your hair.

WWW.LANDARKRV.COM/MODELS/DRAPER

MODERN 
Motorhome

1800 813 677
 www.truflopumps.com.au

CUSTOM BUILT PUMPSETS  
DIESEL & ELECTRIC SKIDS, TRAILERS & PONTOONS

▶  MINE DEWATERING
▶   PROCESS WATER SUPPLY
▶   WATER CART FILLING

▶   DUST SUPPRESSION
▶   FLOOD RECOVERY
▶   SKID MOUNTED PUMPS

▶   TRAILER PUMPS
▶   ELECTRIC PONTOONS
▶   DIESEL PONTOONS

▶   SLURRY PUMPING
▶   WATER TRANSFER
▶  EVAPORATION PROJECTS
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OFFSHORE

The Marlin have hit and look to 
be traveling along the shelf in 
pretty good number. So far Blue 
and Striped Marlin are being 
encountered and the Blacks can’t 
be far away.

With the offshore Pelagic fishing 
firing up don’t forget the local 
Fads. They all should be firing 
well as we get closer to Christmas 
providing plenty of action for 
everyone.

Closer to shore Snapper continue 
to be productive across the reefs 
and as the water continues to 
warm, we will see School Jewies, 
Trag and King Fish move in on the 
inshore reefs. 

It’s also Sand Flathead time of 
year along the coast, they seem to 
hang out along the 40m line.

With some luck northern NSW 
turns a few Mackerel on for 
Christmas for those travelling 
North for the break.

AROUND THE DAMS

The Bass fishing has continued 
to be productive with all kinds 
of lures finding a bite. From 
bouncing plastics and vibes along 
the bottom with the sun high in 
the sky to the surface early and 
late afternoon.

INSIDE

We have had a great start to 
the prawning season with 
things looking a lot better so far 
compared to last year with some 
good catches of Prawns coming 
from all the local estuaries.

Whiting and Flathead have 
taken up residence over the 
shallows with Kingfish pushing 

THESE HOLIDAYS IT’S A GOOD 
TIME TO HOOK UP THE TRAILER 
AND HEAD AWAY FOR A FEW 
DAYS OR EVEN A FEW WEEKS. 
‘WE’VE BEEN EVERYWHERE 
MAN’, AND WE CAN TELL YOU 
IT’S ALL WORTH THE DRIVE.

ON THE LAND @ THE COALFACE ON THE WATER @ THE COALFACE

in around the manmade structures 
such as Swansea Bridge to the drop 
over and the Breakwalls in the Port 
Stephens and Myall Lakes areas. Stick 
baits, plastics and live baits have been 
getting the bites.

ROAD TRIPPIN’ FISHING

With five shifts off we decided to head 
to Lucinda with a 7 day window of very 
friendly fishable weather on the cards. 

On arrival we booked into the Lucinda 
Sport Fishing Lodge and quickly 
unloaded our gear. After a 24hr 
drive with detours due to bush fires 
and quick catch up with a mate in 
Brissy there was no better remedy 
then heading straight out to the reef 
to  recover.

With neap tides, fishing the shallows 
on the reefs was tough going so we 
ventured off into the deeper water 
targeting pinnacles in the 40 to 70 
metre mark using jigs. It wasn’t long 
before we found ourselves in the thick 
of some pretty good fishing. We had 
managed to find Coral Trout, various 
Emperors and Green Job fish in our 
first outing.

With a day off to restock our gear and 
gather supplies the tides were starting 
to look better to target GT’s on stick 
baits and poppers around the reefs.

WE PICKED OUT AN ISOLATED REEF 
ON THE EASTERN EDGE ABOUT 
70KMS OUT AND HEADED OUT 
ON ARRIVAL WE HAD MASSES OF 
BAIT BEING WORKED ON THE LAST 
OF THE RUN OUT TIDE IT WASN’T 
LONG BEFORE OUR LURES FOUND 
THE FEEDING FISH BELOW WITH 
AN EPIC BITE CONSISTING OF GT’S, 
SPANISH MACKEREL AND SOME 
HUGE RED BASS ON THE TOP WATER 
FOLLOWED BY SOME MORE JIGGING 
IN BETWEEN  TIDES.

On our last morning we hit some of the 
inshore ground around Palm Island 
in the search for one last GT for the 
trip and again this awesome place 
failed to disappoint with its natural 
beauty and the fishing combined as 
we found the biggest GT of the trip 
and a few Spanish to round out a huge 
week  away. 

KEEP FLOATIN’ – THRIFTY’S

WARRABAH  
NATIONAL PARK

Located north of 
Tamworth and east of 
Manilla, it’s one of the few 
inland river parks in NSW 
and has plenty to offer. 
Bushwalking, camping, 
fishing, swimming, 
canoeing, plus plenty of 
wildlife.

The highlight has to be 
the Namoi River. Dip in a 
rod or take on the swelling 
river rapids in a canoe. 
There’s plenty of space in 
which to camp and picnic 
and lots to explore, from 
the grassy flats beside 
the river to the towering 
ridgelines that rise high 
above it. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CHECK OUT NSW 
NATIONAL PARKS & 
WILDLIFE SERVICE 
WEBSITE

WWW.NATIONALPARKS.
NSW.GOV.AU

If there’s one thing the North West has in 
abundance, it’s some bloody great National 
Parks just waiting for you to explore. 
Abundant foliage and wildlife, beautiful rock 
caves, refreshingly clear and cool waterfalls 
and absolutely breathtaking lookouts. 

Unfortunately, you can also expect leeches, 
steep hills, mosquitos and no mobile service 
in areas. So, play it safe and always make 
sure you have good maps, a compass, first aid 
kit and you always tell someone where you 
are going and how long you are likely to be.

PILLIGIA FOREST

Pilliga Forest (or sometimes called the Pilliga Scrub) is 
made up of Pilliga Nature Reserve, Timmallallie National 
Park, Pilliga West, and East State Conservation Areas.

Close to the town of Baradine, Pilliga is a vast forest that 
spans more than half a million hectares and features 
2,000km of public access trails, so there’s a lot to explore 
either on foot or 4WD. 

COOLAH TOPS  
NATIONAL PARK

Sitting at the junction of the 
Warrumbungle and Liverpool 
ranges, Coolah Tops National 
Park is a beautiful landscape 
of giant grass trees and 
tall eucalypt forests. Take 
in the views from lookouts 
like Shepherd’s Peak or 
Breeza. You’ll also find 

several waterfalls along the 
escarpment where the creeks 
plunge over the plateau edge.

Wildlife is in abundance and 
if you keep your eyes peeled 
and your footsteps light you 
likely have a close encounter 
with red-necked wallabies 
and eastern grey kangaroos. 
It’s also home to the highest 
population densities of 
greater gliders in Australia. 

MOUNT KAPUTAR 
NATIONAL PARK

Roughly 1 hour’s drive 
from Narrabri, Mount 
Kaputar is an explorer’s 
paradise. The traditional 
Country of the Kamilaroi 
Aboriginal people, 
the park provided a 
rich resource for food, 
medicines, shelter 
and weapons and the 
landscape is part of 
Dreaming stories. 
Reminders of the 
Kamilaroi’s connection 
to this ancient landscape 

are evident in Aboriginal 
rock carvings, campsites, 
marks on trees and 
axe grinding grooves 
throughout the park.

It offers camping, 
mountain biking, walking 
and horse riding and 
with more than 185 bird 
species in the park, it’s 
a great spot for bird 
watching. Take in the 
views from the park’s 
lookouts, have a relaxing 
picnic or barbecue, or stay 
overnight in a picturesque 
campground or cabin 
accommodation. 

PARK 
PLAY

WHEN IT COMES TO A GREAT TIME OUT 
WITH THE FAMILY YOU DON’T NEED A 
TON OF MONEY OR A HEAP OF EXPENSIVE 
EQUIPMENT. JUST A STURDY PAIR OF 
SHOES, AN OLD BACKPACK FILLED 
WITH WATER AND SNACKS, AND MOST 
IMPORTANTLY, A SENSE OF ADVENTURE.

FESTIVE 
fishing season

Growing with  
North West NSW

Since 2014 Whitehaven Coal has invested 
more than $1.7 billion in the region in wages, 
support for local businesses and contributions 
to community and charitable causes.

In the last year alone, we spent almost $334 million 
with local suppliers, gave more than half a million 
dollars to community groups, and contributed more 
than $300 million in taxes and royalties.

Whitehaven Coal. 
We’re here for the long haul.

whitehavencoal.com.au
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W
IN!

HANDYMAN’S HEAVENMOTORCYCLE BRANDS
WORD SEARCH

ANSWERS

A1: Queue

A2: A Secret

A3: Beauty

A4: The number 8

A5: The Match

A6: The letter G

A7:  The Dr was the boy’s 

mother

A8: Breath

COALFACE CONUNDRUMS

Q1.  What English word retains the same 
pronunciation, even after you take away four 
of its five letters?

Q2.  If you have me, you want to share me. If you 
share me, you don’t have me. What am I?

Q3.  If I am holding a bee, what do I have in my eye?

Q4.  Turn me on my side and I am everything. Cut 
me in half and I am nothing. What am I?

Q5.  You’re in a dark room with a candle, a wood 
stove, and a gas lamp. You only have one 
match, so what do you light first?

Q6.  What always ends everything?

Q7.  A boy and a Doctor went fishing. The boy was 
the Doctor’s son, but the Doctor wasn’t the 
boy’s father. Who is the Doctor?

Q8.  I’m as light as a feather but the strongest of 
people cannot hold me for over a minute. What 
am I?

APRILIA
BAJAJ
BENELLI
BMW
BUELL
DUCATI
HAOJUE
HERO

Check out the latest 
tools, pick up those 
bits and pieces for 

your latest DIY 
project, or just 

grab a coffee after 
dumping the kids in 

the play area.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A $50 
VOUCHER, SIMPLY SMS: BUNNINGS, 
YOUR NAME AND YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS 
TO 0438 474 290.

Limit of one entry per person. LTPM/19/04020

By submitting an entry, you consent to the use 
of your contact details for promotional and 
marketing purposes.

C H A O J U E D J A J A B S U

G A I L I R P A T I L G L K E

C R B E K G L S U Z U K I Y P

A L O P A Y U H L Z S E F G O

Z E A Y S G N Y N U A L A O M

U Y M L A M B O R G H I N I P

V D Q V W L U S R O E N Z H N

N A M J A G E U O T R E P H S

W V P M K J L N A O O M I V Y

H I I J E I L G F M U N T I A

Q D U B E N E L L I I Z A C M

A S X Q W D R K R K E S C T A

H O N D A I B T V X C L U O H

S N E I Y A U M A H I N D R A

W A L T O N E O W B B G Y Y K

THIS MONTH’S

@ THE 
COALFACE 

TRIVIA

The weight is over
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THANKS
FOR GROWING  
WITH US 

Want to be part of something special? – Apply today at www.monadelphous.com.au/careers 

TOGETHER
WE GROW.

Monadelphous’ Maintenance & Industrial Services have experienced high 
levels of success and growth over the past year servicing mine sites across 
NSW – From Pit to Port. 

Our success comes down to great people. From our industry leading 
workforce, to the world class people across our supplier network and the 
mine owners we work with everyday, we would like to say thank you. 

As we bid farwell to the success of 2019, we will continue to deliver even 
greater resources to rapidly respond to our clients needs and deliver the 
highest level of service and value for our clients operations. Our branch’s 
across the Hunter Valley, Mudgee and Gunnedah allow us to flex when 
required and rapidly respond to our clients short term critical needs. At 
Monadelphous we are passionate about building long lasting relationships 
built on our core values Safety, Integrity, Teamwork, Loyalty & Achievement.

Clear blue skies, crystal clear 
aquamarine waters, dazzling white 
sands and cocktail hour every single 
day. What more could you ask for? 

Wake up in the morning to the call 
of the native birds then take a trek 
along the trails to greet the sun at the 
island’s highest point. Or like most 
people, enjoy your holiday 
lie-in before enjoying 
a delicious 
breakfast 
overlooking 

the water. You’re going to need to 
fuel up because the selection of 
activities on offer means you want 
to take advantage of every glorious 
sunlit minute.

THE GREAT BARRIER REEF

You can’t miss checking out the 
Great Barrier Reef. There are smaller 
more intimate trips available for 
the serious divers or those looking 
for something more private. Take 
one of the large catamarans for the 
more touristy option of checking out 
Reef World. Or maybe a helicopter 
or seaplane if boats are not your 
thing? Just watch out if book on a 
day with strong winds and swells 
because a boat full of vomiting 
tourists may take a little away from 
the experience. Reef World even has 
an overnight Reef Sleep experience 
and we guarantee you’ve never seen 
a sky full of stars like what you will 
experience lying in the middle of 
the  ocean.  

LET’S GET WET

Sailing, kayaking, fishing, 
snorkeling, paddleboards, 
catamarans, diving. Hamilton 
Island has it all. The Jet Ski Tour is 
overpriced but worth every cent. 
They let you rip up the waters and 
if you’re brave enough you can take 
a quick dip out in the middle of the 
deep ocean.   

Just want to hang out on the water’s 
edge? There’s more pools than you 
can count and a ton of beach chairs 
just waiting for you in the shade of 
picture perfect palm trees.

FEED ME

You can eat a different restaurant 
every night of your stay. Fresh 
seafood with a matching wine to BBQ 
pizzas with a coke. It’s holidays, who 
wants to count calories! The local 
general store carries your basics 
if you want a night in, however be 
warned all food does need to be 
flown in so prices are high.

KID FRIENDLY

Kids clubs, activities and babysitting 
mean that mum and dad get to take 
a break while the kids have the time 
of their lives. The Wildlife Zoo hosts a 

collection of native animals, though 
it’s pretty lame and best left for the 
international tourists. There’s also a 
bowling alley, mini golf, go kart and 
laser tag which will wear out those 
little ones.

STILL LOOKING FOR SOMETHING 
TO  DO?

•  Head over to Dent Island for a game 
of golf on a championship course.

•  Ease those overworked muscles at 
either of the islands two spas.

•  Take a day tour to Whitehaven 
Beach, one of the world’s top 
beaches.

•  Take a deep water turtle discovery 
tour.

• Hire a buggy on your first day and 
go explore.

OUR VERDICT

Hamilton Island is more expensive 
than some of your other sunny 
holiday destinations, but you don’t 
need a passport and at least you 
know your money is going back into 
our country. We guarantee once you 
start experiencing all the amazing 
things on offer you will soon stop 
counting your coins and have the 
holiday of a lifetime.

HAMILTON ISLAND IS THE 
PERFECT SPOT FOR YOUR 
NEXT FAMILY HOLIDAY.

Idyllic 
ISLAND

HARLEY DAVIDSON
HONDA
HYOSUNG
INDIAN
KAWASAKI
KEEWAY
KTM
LAMBORGHINI

LIFAN
MAHINDRA
MOTO GUZZI
MV AGUSTA
NORTON
ROYAL ENFIELD
RUSI
SKYGO

SUZUKI
TRIUMPH
TVS
VICTORY
WALTON
YAMAHA
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